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The President Speaks: Change is Coming

I’'m not talking about the kind of change that rat-
tles around in your pocket but the kind that means
we have to adjust and get used to something dif-
ferent. Change happens all the time. Almost every
day brings some kind of change. But most of the
time, especially when we get older, we don’t like |
change. |

The Minuteman Model A Ford Club has made
some pretty big changes.

1. After over 20 years of meeting at Memorial
Congregational Church, we are moving back
to the Sudbury Grange, 326 Concord Rd.,
where the club used to have its monthly meet-
ings. Starting in June we will make this
change. Take note, April and May we will still meet as usual at MCC on the 1* Tuesday of the month.
. Location is not the only change!! We are going to begin meeting on the 1% Wednesday of the month
starting in June.
. The final change is that during the summer months, we will not be meeting in homes, we are going to
meet at the Grange.

So here’s the amazing part of these three big changes. The club voted unanimously to make these changes. It
was great to see our club work together to save a large sum of money each month by moving to the Grange.

What hasn’t changed is our love for our Model A’s, the fun we have driving them, and the smiles we get
when people see them. And the New England weather is almost to the point where all this can happen again.

Another thing that hasn’t changed is the smile I hope to give you with my monthly “dad joke.” A good
friend of mine was bragging about his new hearing aids. “State of the art,” he said. “Cost me a fortune.” |
replied, “Awesome. What type is it?”” He said, “Two-thirty.”

Prez Brad

Patriots Day April 15
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National Organizations: Highly Recommended you join all three organizations

Model A Ford Club of America (mafca.com)

Membership dues $50/year A Model A Ford Foundation (maffi.org)

and the Model A Ford Museum $35/yr.

Model A Restorers Club (model-a-ford.org)

Membership Dues $50/year



https://www.mafca.com
https://www.model-a-ford.org
https://www.maffi.org
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2023 Board of Directors

President - Brad Johnson bradj54@comcast.net
Vice President - Harold Samuels hsamuels10@gmail.com
Secretary - Rick Gadbois r.gadbois@comcast.net
Treasurer - Barbara McElhiney mcelhiney@rcn.com
Membership - Nan Linden 508-485-7575 met59a31@aol.com
Editor - Doug Linden douglinden@aol.com

Steering Committee
John Kerns, Rich Batstone, Tom Zappala, Harold Samuels, John Erb, Jo Johnson - Emeritus
Tour Director: Don Ross 617-584-5245 dross02466@gmail.com
Sunshine: Sue Champagne sdchampagne1931@gmail.com
Newsletter Distribution: Sue Champagne sdchampagne 1931@gmail.com

Weekly Breakfast Sroup P

The breakfast group at
the Big Apple, 890
Boston Post Road
East (RT 20) in Marl-
borough, MA. We meet
every Wednesday
around 7:30 AM. Why not join us, there is al-

ways room for you. l e

Two New Books are Available from MAFCA & MARC

Both National Clubs (MAFCA & MARC) publish
How, some great books that provide a wealth of
c"{ es;"" %Yoy . technical information . This information
S o is compiled from the articles that appeared
in The Restorer or Model A News maga-
zines. “How to Restorer Your Model A Vol
117 1s available from MAFCA at
www.mafca.com. “Technically Speaking Vol
iy T, 14” is available from MARC at www.model-a-
, ford.org. Check out the websites for more info.

“Tt's notthe emiz&:ywur&jzys %e/unyes Emflc:yers zmé/ &nﬂe%&mﬂnﬁy
Tti,sfﬁ,eawtomerur&/uys%ewye&”
Hen{}l Ford
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President Brad Johnson opened the meeting at
7:31 with the pledge of allegiance. There were
forty people in attendance.

There was a motion with seconds to approve the
Minutes of the last meeting as well as the treas-
urer’s report, both as printed in the Oil leak and
the vote was in favor.

Vice president, Harold Samuels read a letter from
MAFFI thanking us for the $5000 donation to the
museum addition fund and inviting us to be at the
ribbon cutting in 2025. He showed pictures of a
Model A trunk and trunk rack for sale by Larry
Conley. He spoke of the Model A Dust off day
April 27 in Sanbornton, NH led by Dick O’Brien.
He told us he has made the deposit the holiday
party. However, for the October Wayside Inn
dinner, the cost of the room use ($350) is an is-
sue he will address with the Inn and will report
back.

Membership report by Nan Linden, reporting that
we have a new member Peter Walk of North
Reading who has a 1931 Tudor Sedan.

Doug Linden reported on the New England meet
being held this year in Rocky Hill, CT and en-
couraged our members to attend. They have a
web site for further information. He reminded us
that the following year is our turn to host the 2025
meet. He spoke of the first tour of the year — a
pizza party at the House of Pizza in Southbor-
ough. Please make reservations. The cost is
$12 each.

Don Ross reported that the tour schedule is al-
most complete and at the end of this week he will
have the tours for March, April, May and June
emailed to us.

President Brad reported no old business but
spoke of May being Model A Youth month and
Brad’s former church has a youth group that will
have 5 or 6 model A’s attending for demonstra-
tion and rides on May 5.

He encouraged members to find other ways to

Secretary’s Report
Minutes of the Minuteman Model A Ford Club March 5, 2024
Memorial Congregational Church, Sudbury, MA

include youth.

One of the members reported that a friend wants
to buy a Model A and he was told to send the in-
formation to the newsletter editor to be included
in the ‘wanted’ section.

Brad also spoke of the steering committee’s dis-
cussion of changing the meeting place and

day. The cost at our current meeting place has
increased to $165 and research showed that the
Grange building in Sudbury (where we used to
meet) is only $50 per meeting. The building has
been completely done over with a new kitchen
and elevator. It was moved and seconded to
move to the Grange starting in June and move
the day to the first Wednesday to fit better into
the Grange’s schedule. The vote was positive.

Craig Martin reported on the upcoming swap
meet on March 24. There are 29 vendors al-
ready and help is needed moving vendors in from
6 — 6:30.

Thanks to Dick O’Brien who brought meeting
snacks and for the next meeting Harold and Pe-
ter will bring snacks.

Doug Linden mentioned that a man from Lee, MA
has some tools for sale — riveter and brake arch-
ing tool. A member also has an enclosed trailer
for sale.

After the break, the program led by Doug and
Wayne went over the Model A Carburetor and a
video on starting the Model A.

Respectfully submitted,

] ohn Er 6, Substitute Secretary.
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2024 MEMBERSHIP Application Form

PLEASE complete the form and return with your check for $20.

MINUTEMAN

Membership: Renew - w/no changes _ , Renew - w/changes ., New __ MODEL A FORD
First Name Last Name

Spouse/Significant Other Name Model A :

Street

City State Zip Code

email Telephone

How would you like to receive your Newsletter: Electronically or US Mail (circle one)

Model A Owned:

Police Light “Artie - Fact”

Have you ever seen such a
great looking police light. by “A”IlOIlymOUS
This original lens is
mounted in a 1933/4 Ford
headlight shell. It was
1 probably mounted on a
bracket that went on the
front bumper. This beauty
is owned by Chris Rogers

in the Milford Model A club.

Model Engine Show

The 2024 NE Model Engi-
neering Show had a great re
-start after being postponed
since the Covid outbreak.
My grandson and I attended &
and were amazed by minia-
ture Harley Davidson and

Brian is 15 - couldn’t he just use ordinary
rear seat belts now?”

Flathead Ford engines [
and to see and here
them running was
great. And these :
were both hand made. 3§
It was alsonicetoa = '4¢
few other club mem- | S
ber in attendance.

WELCOME NEW

Nan reports we had one new member join:
Please welcome:

Peter & Tracey Walk
32 Strawberry Lane
North Reading, MA
1931 Tudor
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NH - Sanbornville - Model A Ford Dust Off April 27"

11:00 am - 3:00 pm

The Bean Farm
2253 Lovell Lake Rd
Sanbornville, NH

A group is planning to at-
tend this event. We will be
leaving early since it is ap-
proximately 100 miles to
the event. They have a
goal of having 100+ Model
A’s attend this event.

The Model A Carburetor and its Operation

The Technical presentation at the March meeting was conducted by Doug Linden and Wayne
aﬁ Champagne and focused on the different
T , carburetors now used on the Model A.

While the Zenith, Tillotson and Marvel
carbs a look and are internally different,
they all have the same operating controls.
The Idle, Air Mixture and GAV controls
are the same for the different carbs. Wayne
{ used his cut away Zenith carb to show how
the fuel passes through the carb during
startup and running. One of the key adjust-
J, ments is the
* Choke/GAV
/ﬂ which can

greatly af-
fect the performance of your engine. The original Model A in-
struction book gives tell you how and when to use the choke/
gav. When the cold it says to turn the GAV open one turn and
pull the choke to start. When the engine warms up close the
GAV so it’ 1/4 turn open. In addition to the information provid-
ed by Wayne and Doug a short Paul Shinn video covering
Starting the Model A Ford was shown (click on link below).
We heard a number of members comment “I learned something
new.” Ain’t that what it’s all about!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2ViOXhPNfs

6
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2024 MINUTEMAN TOUR CLINIC
Saturday May 4, 2024

Tour Director Don Ross invites you to sign
up to participate at the club’s annual Tour
Clinic. Don explains the Tour Clinic is de-
signed as a checkup, providing adjustments
| and limited repairs.

4 f The day is set up with half hour sessions
starting at 8 AM and runs until 3PM. Ap-
pointments are necessary in order to have
an orderly flow at the work stations.

A sign up sheet will be available at the April meeting. If you can’'t make the
meeting please contact Don for an appointment: dross02466@gamail.com or text
his cell phone at: 617-584-5245.

The members of the service team look forward to seeing you at the home of Har-
old & Sally Legge, 8 Brook St. Natick, MA

The Inventor of the Stop Sign

o8 Few people have had a larger or more positive impact on the way we
drive than William Phelps Eno, sometimes called the “father of traffic
safety.” The New York City born Eno - who invented the stop sign
around the dawn of the 20th century - once traced the inspiration for
his career to a horse-drawn-carriage traffic jam he experienced as a
child in Manhattan in 1867: “There were only about a dozen horses
and carriages involved, and all that was needed was a little order to

2 keep the traffic moving,” he later wrote.
“Yet nobody knew exactly what to do; neither the drivers nor the police knew
anything about the control of traffic.”

After his father’s death in 1898 left him with a multimillion-dollar inheritance,
Eno devoted himself to creating a field that didn’t otherwise exist: traffic man-
agement. He developed the first traffic plans for New York, Paris, and London.
In 1921, he founded the Washington, D.C. based Eno Center for Transportation,
a research foundation on various transportation issues that still exists. One thing
Eno didn’t do, however, is learn how to drive. Perhaps because he had such ex-
tensive knowledge of them, Eno distrusted automobiles and preferred riding horses. He died in Connecticut
at the age of 86 in 1945 having never driven a car.



mailto:dros02466@gmail.com
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/ Popout Cable Clamp — Issue & Fix

* Eliminates need to remove Head Nut #8
for removal of distributor

* Cut the bottom off of the clamp as

shown ‘
*Paint bare edge

*Install & torque Head Nut #8

*On top of Nut #8 install
modified clamp & secure it
with a thin 7/16 x 20 Jam Nut =

\_

./

Bob Bidonde 6/ 20

3rd Annual Wings & Wheels (CHBU,
in conjunction with: < @

52nd Annual pILOTS ¥ ASSOC

sw a p Mee t 8 car Sho w EAA Chapter 1454
Early Ford V-8 Club of New England
Admissionszo Sunday, April 28th, 2024

8:00 am - 1:00 pm
Fitchburg Airport, Fitchburg, MA

CMARC TRIVIA QUIZ

1. What communication item should be in your pocket while driving a car?

2. Name a tire noise.

3. What set the C8 Corvette apart from older Corvettes?
4. What was the Mercury's precious gem?

5. What was a power additive on a drag strip?

6. Name the term of an inline engine.

7. What is a four-door auto called?

8. What was the Chevelle-based pickup called?

9. Why are the camshaft specifications so important?
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New Starter Switch Internals
by Jack Zolnik

Just thought | would send several photos of possibly something to be aware of when ordering a
starter switch.
The following photos are of the

newinternals compared to an old
switch | had.

First photo - is the insulation from
the new starter. Part of one side of
the fold appeared to be defective.
That issue may ground out the
switch ?

Second photo - is the new starter switch "push tube " on the
left compared to the old " push tube" on the right that holds
the actuator . The new push tube on the left is longer and
the seat inside is too deep to allow movement of the actua-
tor. The actuator also sits on a opening that is not quite
smooth . Now compare the old push tube on the right . That
one is shorter . It also has a smooth flange collar.

Third photo - old push tube on the right has a seat that allows
the actuator to sit at a better height ,allowing it to move freely.
Otherwise when the actuator sits too far in the tube ( like it did
in the new replacement ),it just becomes a "tube extension ".
Apparently , the actuator should have a downward motion and
not a forward motion to engage the starter.

Hope | explained the issue in a logical and coherent manner but just
in case , Here's a link of "How To Repair a Model A Ford Starter
Switch” by George sage "

How to Repair a Model A Ford Starter Switch by George Sage (youtube.com)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DH4mH0VFbfU
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ANSWERS TO CMARC TRIVIA QUIZ

Cell phone
. Squeal
. Mid Engine

. Topaz

. Straight Engine

@,

. The control of intake/exhaust valve opening

. Sedan

1.
2
3
4
5. Nitrous fuel
6
7
8. El Camino
9
1

0. To pilot a luxury car

Host hotel: Sheraton Hartford South in Rocky Hill, CT

Rate is $139 mention “NE Model A Meet 2024”
Phone 860-257-6000
Registration Forms will be available soon

SUDPPOIt Our SPoOnNsors

Lunch

Breakfast

BIG APPLE

890 Boston Post Road East
Marlborough, MA

| JEFFERY SMITH

w

H.H. WARREN INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
22 GLEASONDALE ROAD STOW, MA 01775

jsmith@hhwarreninsurance.com

Tele: (978) 897-7074

President Fax: (978) 897-9320

*New Advertiser **

STONE

insurance group inc.

We work with all of the top insurance
companies to find you the best

Jeff DeMarey
(413) 514-0469

THE BEST CARS DESERVE THE BEST INSURANCE.

stonewallinsurancegroup.com

coverage for the best price.
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124 Model A Drive, Maysville, GA 30558
email: mike@mikes-afordable.com - www.mikes-afordable.com
Fax: 706 652 2492 - Phone: 706 652 3866
1 888 TRY MIKE (879 6453)

Spoua(nmg in 1928 - 1931 Mud(l \ Ford Parts




The Oil Leak

Class

oe AQQ

Advertisers

PWFG

Private Wealth Financial Group\

Thomas J. Dyer, CPFA
Wealth Manager

354 W. Boylston St., Suite 231
West Boylston, MA 01583

978 264 1906 office
855 330 3679 fax
tdyer@pwfglic.com
www.pwfgllc.com

Securities and Advisory Services offered through LPL Financial,
a Registered Investment Advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC.

Specializing in Ford
Model A & T repair
and restoration.

i

Ryan Thibeault

Owner
67 Old Wakefield Rd
Milton, NH 03851

603-652-8609
tebobarn@gmail.com

TEBO'S BARN
Y, g S

‘P-f LLC (\.('
@bobo‘

‘ EST. 1947

CUSTOMS
ANTIQUE
BOATS
RV'S

RUSMART

AUTO UPHOLSTERY

723 MAIN STREET (RTE. 12), NORTH OXFORD, MA 01537

Ken & Art Clements

(508) 987-1171

MITCHELL
M MANUFACTURING

Steve & Cyndi Mitchell

Mitchell MF€.
530-458-4500 800-859-2088

www.mitchelloverdrivemfg.com
mitchmanfc @frontiernet.net

FORD OVERDRIVES/UNDERDRIVES
1928-1948

Colusa, CA 95932

MODEL A FORD
SYNCHRONIZED-TRANSMISSION
VINTAGE CAR OVERDRIVES

P.O. Box 925 1157 Parker St.

CENTRAL MASS
POWDER COATING

It’s all in the details

32 Greeley St
Clinton MA 01510

(978) 365-1700

info@CentralMassPowderCoating.com
www.CentralMassPowderCoating.com

e
TAM'S MODEL "A" PARTS
42 TEMPLE STREET

WEST BOYLSTON, MA 01583

Tel: (508) 835-9292 !@
(800) A-PARTS-1 S VISA pi
Fax: (508) 835-9199 e
www.modelaparts.com
email: tamsforda@aol.com

EVERYTHING FEOMATO T!

888-262-9/12

snydersantiqueauto.com
THE WORLD’S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF 1909-31 -FO RD PARTS!

FREE
CATALOG

$10.00 Outside the U.S.

o —

i

BRATTONS

ANTIQUE AUTO PARTS

800-255-1929 or www.brattons.com
1606 Black Acre Circle, Mount Airy, MD 21771

Send for a free 194-page iliuatrated Modsl A Catalog with over 3,200 Model
A parta, with full descriptions & illustrationa—aver 80% ars U.3. mads.
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/Meeting Information\

For the April Meeting
we would like to have
members bring unusual
items, Model A related
or not, for a show and
tell night. Some of the
items we have are really
unusual and probably
have a good story behind
them. So if you have an
unusual item bring it to
the meeting and tell it’s
story.
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Our Monthly meetings are held at the Memorial Con-
gregational Church, 26 Concord Rd in Sudbury. Meet-
ings start at 7:30 PM. Hope to see everyone there.
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