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The Oil Leak 

  President’s Message       
 from the driver’s seat 

 

Our Oil Leak Editor, Tony Zeoli, has done his due diligence and informed me that it 

is time for me to write my first message for 2015.  So here goes: 

First, I want to thank each and every club member for the value they bring to this great organiza-

tion.  The fellowship and camaraderie we all enjoy is terrific, enhanced by that wonderful vehicle that binds us 

together, the Model A Ford.  Special thanks to John Kerns for the fine job he has done leading us through 2014. 

As a club, our main mission is the enjoyment and preservation of our cars and the trappings of the Model A era.  

Based on our latest BOD meeting, there is a consensus that we should address the subject of Touring. At the 

February meeting (the first regular meeting of the year) we would like to have an open forum on the issues of 

how we conduct our tours and generally how we should proceed for the new year.  Also, some specific discussion 

of the CB radio as a tool for good touring will be covered.  Did you know that a CB can be added to your car with 

no alterations or permanent attachments of any kind?  Please think about what you like, and do not like, about 

the way we do our tours and be prepared to offer your opinions. 

As we begin a new year together, here are a few ideas to ponder: 

 Technical Help:  What do you think of the idea of recruiting a few of our more knowledgeable mechanics (3 

or 4 people) to answer technical questions from the membership?  For one or more of our Program nights, we 

could ask this group to take questions from the membership and offer their tried and true solutions based on 

their experience. These questions can be prepared in advance and given to the “Technical Board” and/or 

asked from the floor during a meeting.  Let me know what you think at Richard.batstone@verizon.net. 

 Era Fashions:  So often we see interesting articles in the national Model A magazines about members get-

ting involved in this area.  Wearing era appropriate clothing at certain events could be a lot of fun.  It would be 

great if we could have an Era Fashion Committee to help us get involved.  Would some of our ladies, and maybe 

men too, be willing to help us get into this aspect of the hobby?  Some people go to great lengths to find genuine 

antique apparel, others enjoy reproductions, and still others just have some fun occasionally dressing in “era-

like” outfits.  Please let me know what you think. 

 Alternate Hobby Nights:  As much as we focus on our first love of Model A’s, many of us have varied inter-

ests and enjoy other hobbies.  We got to see some of them at presentations this year and it was fun to see what 

others are into.  Would you like to continue this program in 2015?  If so, how often? 

 Club Picnic:  For many years we had a great picnic each summer, where we would all get together for some 

grillin’ and chillin’.  We would have a chance to enjoy each others company, relax for a while, have some car 

games and a people’s choice car show.  It can be a great time if we choose the right venue.  What do you 

think?  Want to reprise this old tradition? 

In closing, this is your club and your opinions are of high value.  Please do not be shy to let me know what we do 

right or wrong as we are blessed to pursue our great hobby. 

Respectfully, 

   Rich Batstone 

mailto:Richard_batstone@verizon.net
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Secretary’s Report 
Minutes  of the December 5, 2014  

Holiday Party Meeting of the Minuteman Model A Club.  

The meeting was called to order by Rich Batstone at the Marlborough Country Club. 

Introductions were made and trivia prizes were explained. 

Old Business: 

Buddy Holly, Frank Sinatra, Elvis Pressley were heard as ably presented by the talented 

and entertaining by George, Cindy and Bob 

New Business: 

Dance floor moves by many including Tony, Lenny and Barbara: 

New unwrapped toys were collected for the “Toys for Tots” charity 

and delivered by the Croci’s 

There was an absence of A’s in the parking lot but there was no lack 

of enjoyment of the hobby in the fellowship aspect of the Model A 

Hobby. 

  2015 OFFICERS     

President Rich Batstone 978-838-2098 richard.batstone@verizon.net 

Vice President Doug Linden 508-485-7575 douglinden@aol.com 

Secretary John Erb 978-897-7953 john.erb@verizon.net 

Treasurer Andy Adams 781-237-1575 andrewtim.adams@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Tony Zeoli 781-935-6422 zeoli@comcast.net 

Membership Nan Linden 508-485-7575 met59A31@aol.com 

Steering Committee: Jo Johnson  Jack Stokinger   Vin Del Mastro  John “JJ” Jacobson 

  KEY CONTACTS     

Tour Director Mike Doyle 781-899-8706 mikedoyle95@aol.com 

Webmaster Wayne Champagne 508-881-1595 wchampagne@verizon.net 

Programs Mike Doyle (Temporary) 781-899-8706 mikedoyle95@aol.com 

Shop Keeper Gary Hoyt 508-655-0077 mainelymercs@aol.com 

Newsletter Distribution Sue Champagne 508-881-1595 schampagne@lwra.com 

Historian Art Callan 617-332-3363 fordsong@msn.com 

Hospitality Joyce Croci 508-473-2243 jcroci@verizon.net 

Sunshine Sally Legge 508-655-1977 leggesally@yahoo.com 

Raffles John Pierce 508-653-6543 jep31ford@yahoo.com 

Business Card Ads Don Ross 617-965-0609 dross02466@gmail.com 

mailto:richard.batstone@verizon.net
mailto:zeoli@comcast.net
mailto:fordsong@msn.com
mailto:jcroci@verizon.net
mailto:leggesally@yahoo.com
mailto:leggesally@yahoo.com
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Big Ap-

ple 

Home 

 

2015 Minuteman Events  

will be posted here. 

 

January 6th  is the Installation and 

Awards Meeting.  Please see flyer on  

next page  

Regular club meeting will be on most 

second Tuesdays.  Keep posted with 

this publication and www.oilleak.org 

Calendar 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

If you know of anyone needing a card,  

Please let me know @: 
 leggesally@yahoo.com                                 

Home  508 655-1977                                      
Cell:    508 740-6064  

Sunshine Report      
By Sally Legge   

A card was sent to William Sut-

cliffe who is recovering from a re-

cent health issue. 

 

A card of condolence was sent to 

Dick and Mazie Stitt on the recent 

death of a daughter-in-law after a 

long illness. 
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCkQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bigapplemarlborough.com%2F&ei=ZycfU4-KDqaOyAHO3IDoCw&usg=AFQjCNG1XKpfLpebzZujKfBSZZRd5JCk_g&sig2=A0Kn008mhbmO_F1Y09jEIQ&bvm=bv.62788935,d.aWc&cad=rja
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCkQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bigapplemarlborough.com%2F&ei=ZycfU4-KDqaOyAHO3IDoCw&usg=AFQjCNG1XKpfLpebzZujKfBSZZRd5JCk_g&sig2=A0Kn008mhbmO_F1Y09jEIQ&bvm=bv.62788935,d.aWc&cad=rja
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCkQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bigapplemarlborough.com%2F&ei=ZycfU4-KDqaOyAHO3IDoCw&usg=AFQjCNG1XKpfLpebzZujKfBSZZRd5JCk_g&sig2=A0Kn008mhbmO_F1Y09jEIQ&bvm=bv.62788935,d.aWc&cad=rja
mailto:leggesally@yahoo.com
tel:508%20655-1977
tel:508%20740-6064
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Please contact John Kerns at: k1ika@verizon.net by email, or       
508-877-1226 or 508-596-7753 by phone, if you plan on attending. 

 

Minuteman Model A Ford Club  

Installation Dinner 

and 

Awards Meeting 

 January 6, 2015 
 

Memorial Congregational Church 

26 Concord Rd in Sudbury, MA 01776. 

We will begin at 6:30 PM 
 

At the meeting we install  2015 officers 

Reservations “Requested” 
 

The club will provide the food, 

so we will need a head count. 
 

 

   

 

 

mailto:nicky.delmastro@verizon.net
tel:617-244-8417
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Minuteman Outing 
It was a cold and blustery November day in New England.  The cold was punctuated by 

occasional but inconclusive snow squalls.  It was cold and so close to Halloween that one would  

not be surprised if a wispy ghost joined the leaves rushing across the road in front of the antique  

cars.  Even if they did, they would not foil the determined drivers as they plied their way through  

the back roads of Massachusetts toward their goal - a roast chicken dinner with fellow car  

enthusiasts.  It was a windy, raw, early winter day that started in Sudbury, MA (est. 1639) and  

took us through picturesque towns such as Framingham, Milford, Minden, Uxbridge, Hopedale,  

Millville, Boroughville, and finally Harrisville, RI where chickens are expertly roasted and served  

to an appreciative crowd. 
 

Yes, a select group of loyal Model A enthusiasts were out in the weather heading from Sudbury,  

Massachusetts.  Yes, you guessed it!  The Model A Minutemen Chapter (MAFCA) were on the  

road again.  Because the weather was unpleasant, only 3 REAL Model As were in the serial,  

plying their way to Rhode Island.  The snowflakes seemed to flee the sight of the cars.  Of  

course the 30-40 MPH wind gusts helped them out of the way.  The hardy drivers were John  

Pierce (1931 Coupe); Roger Harris (1930 Roadster Pickup with full side curtains): and Tony  

Raiano (1930 Pickup – with no heater).  John Pierce was truly well prepared for the weather as  

you can see by the photograph – show shovel and chains at the ready, firmly attached to the  

rear spare tire  

I can understand why the Minuteman club offers so many tours.  The non-major roads are 

imminently drivable at an average speed of less than 45 MPH. In fact, many members were 

proud of their tour schedule with more than 50 tours a year.  Something that should inspire us 

all.  New England also offers some wonderful country side, but, so can Virginia! 
 

How did I know about this event?  Simple!  I invited myself to the outing while I was visiting 

Boston.  I called our Stan Johnson who called Art Callan (MAFFI Executive Director) in Boston who 

directed  me to Dick O’Brien, the tour leader for the day, who graciously invited me to the outing. 

With no plans for the weekend in Boston, I joined in.  The real purpose of the tour was to meet 

with other car clubs at Wrights Chicken Farm for Sunday lunch.  The “farm” was actually a farm 

that morphed into a banquet hall capable of serving over 1,000 guests – family style.  A very 

enjoyable lunch, all in the presence of fellow car enthusiasts from all over the area.  Since their 

monthly meeting was the following Tuesday I decided to attend the meeting also.  That night, 

the club held an auction of donated car items, splitting the proceeds with the part owner.  A 

novel idea that we might consider! 
 

In all, it was an enjoyable alternative to spending the weekend staring at a TV in the hotel room. 

It was nice to get out and about with those like us, who enjoy the Model A Ford hobby.  It is 

always inspiring to see Model A Fords plying the New England back-roads in winter and how 

deftly they evaded the snow showers! 

 

Tom Quigley, member without portfolio  



6 

The Oil Leak 

Minuteman’s                 

2014 Holiday Party  
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2014 Holiday Party  



8 

The Oil Leak 
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2014 Holiday Party  



9 

The Oil Leak 

Minuteman’s                 

2014 Holiday Party  
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December 2014 Quiz. 

Identify the lady in the middle and what she’s wearing. 

Yes, it was a tough one.  There were no winner’s .  Doug Lin-

den and Vin Del Mastro thought is might be Dale Evans .  

Actually, the lady is Rita Hayworth in a bathing 19th century 

suit.   This scene is from  a clever YouTube musical adaptation 

to the Bee Gee’s “Staying Alive”. 

Fashion 

January 2015 Quiz.      Find the misspelled word 

Find the misspelled word that has been in every Oil Leak, since April 2012, up to and excluding last month’s 

December 2014 publication .   No one, but no one, ever brought it to the editor’s  attention. (Actually, after 

33 issues, Jude Zeoli did find it, but she’s is ineligible because there was no contest at the time.)  It’s no 

wonder the editor got a demerit.    As always, be the first to email the misspelling, and the correction,  to 

Tony at zeoli@comcast.net.  One entry per person, please.   To ensure the correct misspelling is identified, 

the same word has been misspelled in this issue, also. It is in a different location, though. Yes, there will be 

a nutty award given to the member or non–club member  winner.  

Nutty Quizzes 

Article from: 

http://www.thepeoplehisto

ry.com/1928fashions.html. 

Please send your fashion 

news to zeoli@comcast.net 

This is what a “Pretty 

Penny” bought in 1928. 
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 Editorial 

Think Young 
    Oh how time is marching on. Many of us are watching each oth-

er get older and older. We, Model A enthusiast, can and do appre-

ciate old things.  It's funny how we age and yet our cars don't. 

Many of our cars look and act just like they were when they were 

"born".  The Model A will continue to look good and perform well, 

long after all of us are gone.  We need to ask our self what happens 

next. 

    Yes, we finally have a Model A Museum and a dedicated staff to 

keep it running and protected. So who's going to visit it once we 

are all gone?  We need to ask ourselves how strong is our "feeder 

program"?  A feeder program consists of young enthusiasts that 

love the Model A as much as we do. And that is a big challenge for 

us. 

    Do you think the kids today have an appreciation for the depres-

sion era for which the Model A was manufactured?  The time be-

fore Social Security, SSI, welfare, EBT cards, a days work for a 

day's pay, the rewriting of history, and political correctness up the 

ying yang. Of course, they don't have a clue 

    Well guess what folks!   In my opinion, it’s entirely our fault. 

We are the ones that allowed  youth disinterest to happen.  And we 

have to be the ones to turn it around. 

Future Oil Leaks will have a youth section, column or article about 

some youth event that took place with your Model A. Hopefully; 

it'll be more than just "Oh I took my grandkids for a ride the other 

day". However, even that news is better than nothing.  Let's get 

them into the hobby. Allow them to read about it, touch it, ask 

questions about it etc.  Member and non-member articles are wel-

comed. 

    There is a Model A Ford Youth Scholarship Fund that is a 

501 c3 non-profit that is designed to grant annual scholar-

ships to the youth of members in MAFCA or 

MARC. Award winners are granted $1000 for each of 

their 4 years provided they continue to be enrolled and 

maintain their grade level. However, it's the day to day activi-

ties with our youth that's going to preserve the hobby and keep it 

alive.   I feel it is important that youth involvement should be 

acknowledged in a youth article in all Model A ford publications 

I would like members and non-members to come up with a catchy 

subject title for this new portion of the Oil Leak to be dedicated to 

our youth. Please email your ideas to zeoli@comcast.net 

   Finally, by thinking young and dealing with the young 

on a regular basis (or once in awhile) helps keep us young. 

And that's not a bad thing, now is it?  

       Tony Zeoli 

 

Mary Mason 
6800 Park Street South Apt 901 
South Pasadena, Florida 33707 

No Phone                                                 

No cell 

No email 

   New                  
 Members 

Paul & Marylou Bessette 
200 New Ipswich Rd. 
Ashby, MA 01431 
phone 978-386-2239 
cell 978-342-2289 
email mc815@comcast.net 
1930 Tudor Sedan 

2014 Daytona Turkey Run   LINK 

The 41st Annual Daytona Turkey Run 

with over 5,000 registered show cars, 

2,500 additional in the car corral and the 

remaining space inside the Speedway’s 

180 acre infield, minus the 29 acre Lake 

Lloyd of course, is filled with a massive 

swap meet, arts, food and entertainment 

attractions that draws over 100,000 spec-

tators for the four day 2014 Thanksgiving 

weekend making this the largest car show 

and swap meet in the U.S. of A. So, natu-

rally this slide show video, at 12 minutes, 

is a little bit longer than usual. 

John Buchanan 

mailto:zeoli@comcast.net
tel:978-386-2239
tel:978-342-2289
mailto:mc815@comcast.net
https://vimeo.com/114618112
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Minuteman News 

 

 

 
The Threadheads are a 

group of quilting enthu-

siasts who are Minute-

man and non-members.  

Their automobile inter-

est consists primarily of 

model As and model Ts 

They  have welcomed 

Joan  as a new member.   

Most of the group recent-

ly partied  at  the Graf-

ton Inn after a day of 

quilting.  . Here is a 

quilted Christmas  Tree 

Ornament made by 

Jude Zeoli. The 

Threadheads wish every-

one a Happy Holiday 

season. 

Global warming has ar-

rived and Big Apple Deli’s 

Christmas tree is no more. 

But there is plenty of New 

Years cheer talking about 

our repair shop activities 

and our hibernating Model 

A’s.  So join us, where the 

volumn is high, with your 

stories and upcoming win-

ter conquests at our weekly 

Wednesday Breakfast 

Gathering at the Big Apple 

Deli, 331 Boston Post Road East (Rt. 20), in Marl-

borough MA. Breakfast begins at 08:00 and lasts 

until …    You will love the service in our private 

room. 

  Wednesday Breakfast Club 

331 Boston Post Rd E 

Marlborough, MA 01752 

(508) 229-2829   

Hello all and Merry Christmas & Happy New 
Year!! 
 

Last Saturday, John Marshall and his wife Pat 
came up to the Museum to decorate for the 
Holiday's.  They did a wonderful job!   The Mu-
seum really looks nice and festive.  John also 
made up pricing signs for the cars in the show-
room and a sign for the salesman desk in the 
showroom.  Winter will be here soon and we 
have already had 18" of snow (It has all melt-
ed, but was a bear for a couple of days) which 
closed the Museum for 1 day and has slowed 
the attendance at the Museum. 
 

I try to pass along info periodically to all to 
keep everyone in tune with what is happening 
at the Museum.  On November 18th John had 
asked that all of us "take a few moments be-
fore things get hectic to update us on the sta-
tus of the individual projects that you have un-
dertaken for the coming year. It would be a fit-
ting end of the year reward and incentive to 
know that progress is being made to achieve 
our MAFFI goals."  It helps all of us to know 
what is being done and to keep the group in-
formed.  Please take the few moments as 
John suggests.  I look forward to hearing from 
all of you.                                  Jerry 

MAFFI 



13 

The Oil Leak 

January 1989    25 years 

January 1999     15 years 

January 1979    35 years 

 

  Art’s Almanac 

 

Artie-Facts  

Minuteman News 

LONG DISTANCE CONVERSATION: 
 

Tony--Say, Art do you have any health tips for aging? 
 

Art--sure, beer is good for digestion for low blood 

pressure, red wine for high blood pressure, white wine 

for an appetite booster, a bit of scotch , and for a cold 

take Schnapps 
 

Tony--how much water do you use?? 
 

Art-- I have never been that sick! 

Art Callen   

 Dues are due---$10.00. 

 N E Automata Show at the Hynes, Boston. 

 Glenn Bessert needs Tech-Talk ideas. 

    Pres. Don Morris pounds the gavel to start new year. 

    Treas. Phil Iorio reports  bank of $3,446.81 

     and the Bay Bank account of $10,669.00. 

    Tour Director, Ed Newman, offers menu of 16 tours. 

    VP & Librarian, Wayne Champagne, explains our 

 audio and library system.  

    Pres Aldie Johnson.   VP  Jo Johnson 

    Holiday Party at Marlboro CC - 84 people. 

    Installation & Awards Dinner at the       

 Sudbury Methodist Church.  

A few years ago, excavators for a Boston 

skyscraper, digging deep into the subsoil of 

the Back Bay region to drive in their steel 

supports, discovered that primitive men had 

been there before them.  Carefully placed 

stakes were still standing in a crescent pat-

tern laced with withes to form a fish weir.  

Geologists believe the coast was under water 

and there is evidence that centuries before 

white men came to fish off the coast of 

Maine, the Indians were in the same way set-

ting weirs in coves to trap the great herring 

schools.  
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New England News 

CMARC NEW ENGLAND MEET Sept. 17-20 2015 
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 2015 National News 

 

  



16 

The Oil Leak 

 

Tech Talk 
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For Sale 
 

1931 Model A Coupe 

7 K miles on rebuilt engine 

Dual side mounts with trunk 

Same owner for twenty years 

French gray w/ red pinstripe 

 

 

 

Dick Krug             

Acton, MA                          

978-263-8384                    

978-505-7471 

crfk429@hotmail.comell   

                                 4/15    

 

Class A Ads 

Don’s card 

  DOORS WANTED ! 

 Both right and left doors for a 1931 Model A Five Window Coupe.   

 Please Call Jim @ 727-278-4537 

 CAR WANTED !                                                                                                                                                
Looking for a very professionally restored 30-31 Model A in excellent to pristine condition that 

doesn't have any major issues. NOT A 20 FOOTER. If you have one you'd like to sell or know of 

someone selling one please call me or forward this message. A very serious cash buyer.                

CONTACT:Edpaldino@yahoo.com (774)-551-6367 

  
For Sale 

1930 Green Tudor older restoration, car all original mechanically; asking price $12k  Located at 30 

Pleasant St, Natick, MA. Please call  508-653-5245  

mailto:Edpaldino@yahoo.com
tel:%28774%29-551-6367
tel:508-653-5245
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Minuteman Model “A” Ford Club         

PO Box 545, Sudbury, MA 01776 

Be sure to visit www.oilleak.org 

January 2015 

Please  

Mail to: 

 

REMINDER 

 

 

 
 

 

 

“Whether you think you can 

or you think you can’t, you 

are right” 

   Henry Ford 

Installation Dinner 

and 

Awards Meeting 

 January 6, 2015 

Memorial Congregational Church 

26 Concord Rd in Sudbury, MA 

01776. 

6:30 PM  

Most monthly meetings are held on 
first Tuesdays at the Memorial Congre-
gational Church  at 26 Concord Rd in 

Sudbury, MA 01776.   

This month is the Installation & Awards 
Meeting which begins at 6:30 P.M.  


