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The President Speaks: 
 

 Well winter settled in quickly enjoy the best you 

can !! Wishing you and all your family and friends a 

happy and healthy new year !!             

The holiday party on Dec 8 went off well, all who at-

tended had a great Time.  Put this event on your to do list for Dec 2020 you will en-

joy the Buffet meal with Model A friends!!                           

I want to thank Harold Samuels and all who pushed 2019 to a successful year,  it 

takes a lot of work behind the scene’s to keep everything working. It is great to 

have so many who care and volunteer. !!                 

Now we need to get going on 2020 tours and meeting topics .  Participate by com-

ing up with ideas and let us know.                 

Don’t forget to let Harold Samuels know if you are coming to the January dinner 

meeting on Jan 7. He needs a good head count to order the Food for the meeting. 

Any questions or problems please email or call and I will try to find an answer for 

you.                                                   

 

 

KEEP SMILING EVERY DAY 
Doug Farrell 
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C o m i n g  E v e n t s 

(Tours Start at Wayland Town Center RT 20) 

 

Jan 7: Installation Dinner see page 6 for more   

information  

Feb 4: Regular Club Meeting 

Feb ?: Tour Planning Meeting (date TBD) 

Mar 1: MARCOM Flea Market (Norfolk, MA) 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunshine 
Sue Champagne 

(sdchampagne1931@gmail.com) 

 

Sue reports no cards were 

sent out last month, this is good news. 

If you know of a member who needs a little 

cheering up contact me.  

 

National Organizations:  If you are not already members of the following organizations,  consider joining them. 

Model A Ford Club of America (mafca.com)  

Membership dues $50/year  

  Model A Restorers Club (model-a-ford.org) 

  Membership Dues $45/year 

Model A Ford Foundation  (maffi.org) 

and the Model A Ford Museum $25/yr 

Minuteman Model A 

Ford Club 
Treasurer’s Report 
November, 2019 

Income: 

Club Auction     536.00 

Coffee Can     29.00 

Donation       4.00 

Member Dues              460.00 

Total Income         $ 1029.00 

 

Expense: 

Office Supplies  287.06 

Coffee Supplies    33.00 

Wayside Inn Dinner           1051.90 

Total Expense         $ 1371.96 

 

Net Income              $ - 342.96        

  MINUTEMAN HISTORY  
by  Art Callan  

JANUARY 1985    35 YEARS AGO 

 Pres. Dick O'Brien reports that 30 people made the meet-
ing on a bitter cold night. 

  Under new business: Bob Kellner presented the club 
with  a check for $50-, following the restoration of his Sport 
Coupe. (Yes, last time the hood was up!)  Arnold Goff did 
the work and bought the spare parts.      

JANUARY 1995    25 YEARS AGO 

 New officers: Pres. Steve Goldberg, VP Art Callan, Secy 
Marlies Plaggenborg, Treas  Doug Linden.  Tech speaker: 
Joe DiMilia, building and repairing starters. 

 FIRST OFFICER INSTALLATION PARTY,  ham, baked 
beans with fresh rolls. 

 NEW-- Art Callan introduces plans for FIRST "Winter Blahs 
Swap Meet". 

JANUARY 2005    15 YEARS AGO 

 Pres Bruce Marshall, VP Tom Zappala, Secy Janice 
Wright, Treas Gene Tallone. 

  Holiday Party in Dec great success with Toys For 
Tots.  Table decorations by Nan Linden and Barbara Tal-
lone.  Music by the "Swingers".     

  --------------------------------------------- 
   In 1909 the first auto races were run at the just-opened Indian-
apolis Motor Speedway.  The winner of the first event was auto 
engineer Louis Schwitzer, who drove a Stoddard-Dayton car 
twice around the 2.5 mile track at an average speed of 57.4 mph. 
   In 1942, Pres Franklin Roosevelt announced coffee rationing, 

which had limited people to one pound of coffee every five 
weeks. 
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Secretary’s Report 
Minutes of the Minuteman Model A Club December 8, 2019 

No Meeting—Holiday Party  

The holiday party on Sunday Dec 8 was our final event of the season and it was a wonderful time for the 54 

people who attended this celebration.   VP Doug Farrell did fine job making the arrangements with Conrad’s 

Restaurant.  It was great to see the various Holiday attire worn by the members: some great Ties and 

Sweaters.   

The hors d’oeuvres while socializing with our “amber fluids” were excellent.   After lots of great conversation 

the staff brought out the items on the buffet which were outstanding; you know it’s amazing how much qui-

eter it is when the food is on the table.  Not forgotten was a great cake for dessert. 

We thank all our members who brought items for the Toys-for-Tots collection.  Ed & Joyce Croci had a car 

full of gifts to deliver to the local drop off location. 

The Holiday Party was another great day of Model A friends getting together to celebrate the Holidays.   

See you in January at the annual Installation Dinner. 

 

A great turn out for the Holiday Party 
The food was plentiful and good 

John looks pretty dapper 

in his Bowler Hat 
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2019 Board of Directors 

President - Doug Farrell dfarrell1416@gmail.com 

Vice President - Bob Mangan  

Secretary - Rick Gadbois  r.gadbois@comcast.net 

Treasurer - Barbara McElhiney mcelhiney@rcn.com 

Membership - Nan Linden 508-485-7575 met59a31@aol.com 

Editor  - Doug Linden douglinden@aol.com 

Steering Committee 

Wayne Champagne, Rich Batstone, Tom Zappala, Harold Samuels, Jo Johnson - Emeritus 

Tour Directors:  Don Ross 617-584-5245  

Sunshine: Sue Champagne sdchampagne1931@gmail.com 

Newsletter Distribution:  Sue Champagne sdchampagne1931@gmail.com 

Nice line up of T-Birds 

“WARNING” 
Maynard Area Auto Club ends 31-year run 

The Maynard Club is closing the club doors on January 1st.  What a shame!  The problem is that 

there were no volunteers willing to step up and keep the club rolling.   

THIS COULD HAPPEN TO OUR CLUB 

Have you noticed how hard it is to get volunteers to help in the Minuteman Club.  You say “Oh this 

couldn’t happen”...well look how long we have been looking for someone just to make the coffee at 

the meetings.  And getting people to volunteer to be an officer is almost impossible.  Volunteering to 

help out the club isn’t hard or complicated, it takes a little time BUT helps keep the club going. 

Please be a volunteer. 

For the full report on the Maynard club visit this link:  

https://maynard.wickedlocal.com/news/20191210/maynard-area-auto-club-ends-31-year-run?

fbclid=IwAR19Pzx7IVoT4lTLA0ts-v5ESgHi1RzXE0cdSVPHQ7o_qnOHzLT4mo7w1e8 

https://maynard.wickedlocal.com/news/20191210/maynard-area-auto-club-ends-31-year-run
https://maynard.wickedlocal.com/news/20191210/maynard-area-auto-club-ends-31-year-run
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Enjoying the ambiance at Castle Hill 

How about this Model A conversion.  It was amazing what innovation people came up with to 
overcome challenges during the Model A era.  This is another example that shows the ingenu-
ity needed to make sure the Mail get delivered.  With those tires I don’t think it got stuck. 
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Help is Still Needed 

Weekly Breakfast Group  
Doing anything on Wednesday morning?  No.  

Well then, you are invited to join the group for 

breakfast at the Big Apple, 890 Boston Post 

Road East (RT 20) in Marlborough, MA.  The 

food is good and 

there is plenty of 

Model A talk.  We 

arrive about 7:15 

AM. (see ad page 10) 

Coffee Person 

I can’t believe no 
one has offered to 
make the coffee.  
How about someone 
JUST for the Febru-
ary meeting. Call 
Harold if you would like to 
volunteer. 

 

 ***ATTENTION*** 

January 7
th

  Installation Dinner & Awards Meeting 

        At this meeting we will install our 2020 officers, present  

                              Hard Luck Award and have dinner which will  begin at 6:30 PM.  

  

-- - - - RESERVATIONS NEEDED - - - - - -  

The club will provide the food so we will need a head count.   

The “No Reservation - No Food” rule applies. 

Please contact Harold Samuels 781-275-2814 or hsamuels10@gmail.com 
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In order for us to keep our records up to date, PLEASE complete the form below and return with 

your check for $20. If there are no changes, you won’t have to complete the entire form, just check 

the appropriate box. Thank you.  

 

First Name___________________________       Last Name________________________________  

Spouse/Significant Other Name ______________________________________________________  

Street ___________________________________________________________________________  

City _______________________________________ State ______________ Zip Code _________  

email _________________________________________ Telephone _____- ______- __________  

No Changes ______________  

 

Are you over 80 and been a member for at least 5 years? ____ If, yes, membership is free.  

I would like to receive my Oil Leak by email. Yes_________ No _________  

(If you do not specify, it will be sent electronically if we have an email address on file.)  

Are You a member of MAFFI ___________ MAFCA ____________ MARC ___________  

Model A Info:  

Year_________ Body Style ______________________________ Year Acquired _________  

Year_________ Body Style ______________________________ Year Acquired _________  

Year_________ Body Style ______________________________ Year Acquired _________  

Year_________ Body Style ______________________________ Year Acquired _________  

 

  Please make check payable to: Minuteman Model A Ford Club and mail to  

     Minuteman Model A Club            

     P.O. Box 545  

     Sudbury, MA 01776  

The new year near! 

Time to renew your 

2020 MEMBERSHIP 

Dues is Due 
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New Shocks being installed 
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Long before the OPEC gas crisis 

of the 1970s, Americans who 

owned cars in the 1940s were 

limited to the amount of gasoline 

they could buy due to the conse-

quences of World War II. Start-

ing in early 1942, gasoline was 

deemed a precious commodity 

and, due to its limited supply, 

was needed to fuel our planes, 

tanks, Jeeps, and boats for the 

war effort. 

Still, Americans needed fuel for 

their cars in order to get to work, 

so a system was developed and 

implemented to regulate the pur-

chase of gasoline. Car owners 

were issued a Gasoline Ration 

Card—like the one shown here—

that had One Unit tabs on the bottom that were punched when used. Along with the card, a windshield 

sticker with a specific letter was issued. The most popular was an “A” card/sticker that allowed the car 

owner to purchase about 4 gallons of gas 

each week. If you were employed in a fac-

tory that supported the war effort, you 

were issued a “B” card, while doctors, 

nurses, farm and construction workers, 

and mail employees were issued a “C” 

card, each of which allowed them to buy 

up to 8 gallons of gas per week. There 

were other specific cards, too, such as an 

“X” card for members of Congress, “E” 

for emergency vehicles, “R” for non-

highway farm vehicles, and “T” for truck-

ers. 

I recently found this A-rated Gasoline Ra-

tion Card—No. 3156410—at an antique 

store in Sturbridge, Massachusetts, hidden 

among old gas station-issued maps. For a 

mere $1.50, I just couldn’t pass up this little bit of American history. Although it doesn’t state the year of 

the car (but does list the registration number), it shows that the owner had a Chevrolet sedan. Instructions 

were listed on the back of the card, as shown here. 

How gas rationing worked during World War II 
Richard Lentinello - Hemming’s Magazine 
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Big  apple  

890 Boston Post Road East 

Marlborough, MA   

Breakfast  Lunch 

Your Ad Could 

Be Here 

 

We have a few 

opening for ads. 

The rate is $25 for 

a business card 

size ad. 
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January 2020 

 

Minuteman Model “A” Ford Club         

PO Box 545, Sudbury, MA 01776 

Be sure to visit www.oilleak.org 

Please  

Mail to: 

The January meeting will 

be our annual installa-

tion dinner.  To make 

sure we have enough 

food you need to contact 

Harold Samuels (see 

page 6) to let him know 

you plan to attend. 

DUES IS DUE 

See page 7  for info on 

renewing your member-

ship 

 

Monthly Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the Month at the 

Memorial Congregational Church, 26 Concord Rd in Sudbury.  

Meetings start at 7:30 PM, preceded by “Tire Kicking” at 7:00 PM. 


