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The Steering Column:
Happy Wew Year!

While I am a relatively new face to the Minuteman Club, I have been known to pay surprise visits to Dick
and Barbara O’Brien’s home on Weston Road during my days of patrolling the streets of Wellesley as far
back as 1999. I remember Dick commenting on what his neighbors must think with a Wellesley Police Car
showing up at his home. We would laugh, and get back to the important conversation, the beautiful Model
A’s that were either hiding in the barn or being worked on out in the driveway.

Eventually, I purchased my First 1930 Standard Coupe, which needed everything. While working on disas-
sembling the coupe, I convinced myself that I needed another Model A to drive to keep me motivated on the
restoration. That led to the 1930 pickup truck, purchased from Peter Kaptain. I learned later this truck was
one of the many that he and Clyde Kelton had “cobbled together” into a runner.

The clock kept ticking and I sold the pickup truck. This sale helped Lisa and I purchase our first home to-
gether. The work on the coupe trailed off as working on our home and starting a family became the priority.
The coupe, still disassembled was sold to my brother-in-law, and it now is resting and waiting its turn in his
Tennessee garage.

In the fall of 2022, I had an itch that needed to be scratched, with the encouragement from Lisa, [ found a
1931 Model A Coupe for sale in Connecticut. A deal was struck and we trailered the coupe home to
Westborough. After a week of tinkering and cleaning, the coupe came back to life. Lisa named the car
Shirley and the rest they say is history.

I re-connected with the club and saw many familiar faces from the Patriots Day picnics at the O’Brien’s.
How after three years of being back in the club, I am writing to you as president, I am still in disbelief.

As the holidays approach, and most of our cars are nestled away for a long winters nap, I want to take a mo-
ment to say thank you to all of you for being patient and kind with me while I “figure it out.” I also want to
wish you all Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas, and a Happy and Healthy New Year.

I would be remiss if I did not mention the passing of fellow
Minuteman and friend, Rich Batstone. Rich and Linda were
regulars at the club meetings and events. The sudden onset of
his illness and passing has all of us saddened and speechless.
Rich will be missed. I am hopeful that we can support Linda
during this difficult time.

Peter
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Sunshine

Sue Champagne

/ N A “Thinking of You” card was sent
I to Linda & Rich Batstone.

See page 6 for additional information

If you know of a member who needs a little cheering
up contact me. sdchampagne1931@gmail.com)

Coming Fvents
(Tours Start at Wayland Town Center RT 20)

Jan 7 Regular Club Meeting

Jan 17-18 Stow, Collings Foundation, Battle of the
Bulge Remembered 10AM-4PM

Jan 17-18 Springfield, Auto Flea Market at Big E, Bet-
ter Living Center building

Feb 4 Regular Club Meeting

Minuteman Model A
Ford Club

Treasurer’s Report
November, 2025

Club Auction $1003.00
Coffee Can 15.00
Member Dues 575.00
Holiday Party 120.00
Misc (center piece sale) 20.00
Wayside Inn Dinner 194.00
Total Income $1927.00
Expense:

Oil Leak Printing 80.00
Total Expenses $80.00

Net Income $ 1847.00

MINUTEMAN HISTORY
by Dick O’Brien

JANUARY 1991 35YEARS AGO

A budget proposal for 1991 was presented to the club. This
was a first and was approved by the membership

on February 5th, and gave the officers the direction neces-
sary to run the club for the upcoming year. The members
were also investigating other methods of raising funds for
club operations and equipment. The Member of the Year
Award for 1990 was presented to first place winner Edward
Giovanella.

JANUARY 2001 25 YEARS AGO

It was a very busy year for the Minutemen, culminating
with a wonderful Holiday Party attended by 85 mem-

bers. We broke with tradition this year - instead of bringing
gifts to exchange with each other, we brought presents to be
donated to Toys for Tots. As usual, the generosity of this
club was overwhelming. Membership was looking forward
to an exciting year ahead! For the first time, we would be
hosting the New England Meet and while we had some
hefty shoes to fill, there was confidence we would put on a
show like no other!

JANUARY 2011 15 YEARS

Our 2011 Technical Program for members would kick off
on Saturday, January 29th with Wayne Champagne taking
us through the unique characteristics of each Zenith Carbu-
retor used in the Model A. In addition, he demonstrated
their functionality as well as how to rebuild one.

Membership dues $50/year

Membership Dues $50/year

Model A Ford Club of America (mafca.com)

Model A Restorers Club (model-a-ford.org)

Model A Ford Foundation (maffi.org)
and the Model A Ford Museum $35/yr.
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2026 Board of Directors
President - Peter McLaughlin petermclaughlin1485@gmail.com

Vice President - Wayne Champagne wchampagne@yverizon.net
Secretary - John Erb john.erb@verizon.net
Treasurer - Barbara McElhiney mcelhiney@rcn.com
Membership - Nan Linden 508-485-7575 met59a31@aol.com
Editor - Doug Linden douglinden@aol.com

Steering Committee

Harold Samuels, vacant, Tom Zappala, Wayne Champagne, Jo Johnson - Emeritus
Tour Director: Don Ross 617-584-5245 dross02466@gmail.com

Sunshine: Sue Champagne sdchampagne 1931@gmail.com

Newsletter Distribution: Sue Champagne sdchampagne 1931@gmail.com

CWeek{y oB'ceakfaAt gtoap » = '\ L e
The breakfast group at \ {
the Big Apple, 890
Boston Post Road
East (RT 20) in Marl-
borough, MA. We meet
every Wednesday
around 7:15 AM. Why not join us there is al-
ways room for you.

Hard Luck Trophy?

You will have to come to meeting to find out
who the winner will be

| for 2025. This is a light
hearted presentation to
help the recipient laugh
at his misfortune.

‘‘‘‘

~ Join us.

MODEL A% NEVER OVERMEAT. HES JUST
SIG-NALING To MIS GROUVP..

Hem:y Ford
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Secretary’s Report
Minutes of the Minuteman Model A Ford Club December 14, 2025
Sudbury Point Grill, Sudbury, MA
No Meeting = No Minutes

Tinuteman Annual Fleliday Parly

Thanks to efforts of Peter McLaughlin our annual Holiday party was another great event, fea-
turing great conversation, fine cocktails and amazing food. Even mother nature wanted to get
into the act, by presenting us with a little snow in the morning. Fortunately that white stuff
was over before the party got started. As usual our members were very generous to our Toys-
for-Tots collection: our table was overflowing with gifts. It was nice to share holiday plans and
catch up on Model A projects before the staff starting serving the awesome food.

That was finished off with an amazing cake made just for the club.

The Minuteman Board hopes everyone had a wonderful holiday with family and friends.
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Jim's Tech Tip
on Brake and Wheel Bearing Work

Whenever I pull a brake drum to inspect the brakes, replace worn parts, or to
clean and repack the grease in the wheel bearings, I like to keep all of the parts
clean and organized at each wheel. I also want to keep the floor of my shop clean.

I have found that the cardboard “flat” from a case of soft drinks, drinking water,
etc., provides the perfect place to capture the wheel and brake parts as they come
off the car. If the flat has a plastic wrapper over the outside of it, leave that in

place to trap any liquids that might spill in the tray. I also line the bottom of each
flat with newspaper.

I write on the newspaper with a big marker "RF", "LF", etc. to help keep track of
which parts came of f of which wheel. I dispose of the messy newspaper af ter the
wheel work is complete, but I can reuse the flat box itself a few times.

Until next time,
Have a Model A Day!

Jim
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| Minuteman Club Sadly
| Loses two members.

The club was saddened to have two long time members
pass away: Dick Stitt and Rich Batstone.

| Dick Stitt joined the Minuteman club in 1978. He
|| and Mazie were a familiar sight on club tours in their - - — ]
1] 1931 Town Seden. After retiring Dick continued to Dick Stitt and Rich Batstone together at a meeting | J |
=l support the club by volunteering as an officer, including ——
| president. His leadership as Co-chairman of the 1988 MAFCA National Flw S ?mi in B
_— Convention was a major rea- ' S 7
1: son this event was such a suc-
=~ — cess. Dick enjoyed the sim-
m plicity of the Model A, so
much so that he embarked on
] the complete restoration of 3 |
»>#] Model A’s and a 1940 Pontiac.
%9 { One restoration became a men-
tor project with young Matt
Johnson, who learned the art
of restoration and repair under
. | Dick’s guidance. When the Coupe was finished Dick L
u DICk and the team gettlng Matt’s gave the keys to an excited Matt. Later, when Dick real- H
2 Coupe close to being finished ized it was time to pass on his beloved Town Sedan, he H
H entrusted it to Matt as well. Dick passed away just a few B
weeks before his 99th birthday leaving behind a legacy of great Model A memories.

|| - j rfmmlhlll

|l Rich Batstone joined the Minuteman club around 1975. i
He had purchased a 1930 Coupe and was looking for support — [“egESEEs"
during its restoration. The end
result was an award winning
Model A the took numerous
awards, including a National
AACA 1st Place Junior in Her-
shey. Rich and Linda were regu-
lars on club tour, both long and
short, always enjoying the ride.
Rich acquired a nice Tudor Sedan
in close to original condition. He
G| ~ " brought up to great operating con-
B Proud as h 5 @l d. e Wi’;h dition and then gave it the spit and
B . . polish treatment to ready it for his
I I s Sl SR daughter’s wedding. The guys at
breakfast were duly impressed
/] when he showed off his work. And not to forget about the coupe, after almost 40 years, Rich took it
/] back to Hershey and won the coveted National AACA 1st Place Senior Award. Needless to say he N
| was ecstatic. Rich left us too early and his presence will be missed by the gang at weekly breakfast [
~[ gathering and at regular club events that he and Linda always attended. Rest in peace Rich. H

6
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Found in the November 2023 issue of the “Chatter”, the official newsletter of the Calumet Region Model A Restorers Club

Model “A” Winter Storage Tips

Change the oil and lubricate the chassis.
Wash and wax the exterior, including the chrome.

Vacuum and wash the interior and apply a protectant such as Armor All on all
vinyl, rubber and plastic parts.

Fill the fuel tank to prevent moisture from forming and rusting the tank.
Add a gasoline stabilizer. Fuel spoils after 30 days (source: Road & Track.com).
Make sure the battery is fully charged.

Be certain that the cooling system is filled with a sufficient amount of good-quality
antifreeze to protect from rust and freezing.

Spray the chassis parts that may rust with a rust inhibitor such as WD-40.
Drive the car before storage to be sure that all parts are well lubricated.

. It may be desired to raise the car off the tires to prevent flat spotting, but adding
about fifteen or twenty more pounds of pressure to the tires will help considerably.

. Do not set the parking brake for a long period of storage, as the drums could rust
and seize the shoes. The brakes could also stick from rust or moisture.

. The car should be covered to prevent damage from birds, cats and bugs.

. If the car is to be stored inside, use a breathable cover to prevent moisture from
forming and creating more problems than no cover at all. If the car is outside, of
course, it must have a waterproof cover or moisture will collect and attack the
chrome and body.

. | put a wad of steel wool loosely in the tailpipe to discourage chipmunks & mice
from taking up residence in the muffler.

vy e

SAVE ON “R” _F L and TE;;;l’i'l‘K;il'[lJRE GAUGES
pPL 'REY 1) ’ A ‘ .~ 5 o i Board

] SUP D EL ORDS A‘ fQW fUﬂ items or the nst:':a:nn;letgo%x;nel -

. - P 17 ater an il gauge.

i

“More Power To You' with the New - )
Turbulence Super-Power fr om era

CYLINDER HEAD Western Auto

Ii you want more power and speed, without paying

ant_price, hfé'f('t it is. {z;:;iﬁt]::;xz::fcr m; C—a fa[ogs
tly, resulting in a sharpe:
1928-1931

7§ Fastens over (and cov-
ers) regular panel. Very
LA attractive. No cutting or
g 7 drilling necesgary, For
all Model “A”
CATE avsinnishinne 4.95
M455—0il and Water Gauge
(illustrated to the left) goes
under regular instru-
ment panel........... 3.98
M457—0il Gauge only,
“DeLuxe” model ..... 1.25

Crank Case
Ventilator

{(MZ210)

|
| | Although many iree-wheeling devices for Model
%};“ Fords have been on the market for months, we
wve pever offered one until now; because (until

we found the “Reliance™) we never exanuned one
| fhat would test out to our complete satisfaction.
| We have tested out the “Reliance” thoroughly (not
just examined it; but actually tried it out for months
fn several Ford cars) and we are sure that it is
100% Q. K., 100% safe, 100% eificient, 100% auto-
matic, and we guarantee it accordingly.
It is a

{M462)
Genuine

A.C.

' Removes dirt and sludge; 11
b saves motor and bearings. { Cuts down oil di-
Saves oil.- No drilling or $ jution and con-

z
b 11 E TR O IS TY 413 . | €ar . . . adds a new thrill to motoring . . .

$ Cl‘tt[ng necessary ... '2" i sumptiofi. Ke eps | ;,?xa t_easoxlwbk ;:ricc.x. C:wix‘:c in ;;:d :ct:)it oo letUS  YOUTAKE

| M4s1—Replacement engine cleaner. frsn e e e e ey PR e

{ cartridge only .....1.98 2
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- "4 7% TheHistory of Thumbprint Cookies

Lauren Cabral 2023

|

Thumbprint cookies are widely thought to be an Amer-
icanized version of a classic Swedish cookie known

as hallongrotta, meaning “raspberry cave.” (The name
refers to the cookie’s thumbprint divot, which is tradi-
tionally filled with raspberry jam.) Other names for
these cookies include bird's nest cookies, butterballs,

;35 and Polish tea cakes. While most sources consider
these cookies to have their roots in Sweden, some food
historians think they could have originated in Poland or
the Jewish communities of Eastern Europe. Thumbprint cookies are generally served during Christmastime
and while the traditional filling is raspberry jam, it’s common to see filling variations such as other fruit pre-
serves, chocolate, Nutella, or even lemon curd. Today, these cookies remain popular in the United States —
especially during the Christmas season — as well as in Sweden and other parts of Europe.

From Backthen: The History of Thumbprint Cookies

PAGNAGIAGRAGAGIA A G A R AGA SR A A G A b AGA G A A G A g A A gk e

Welcome New Member ¢“Aprtie - Fact”
Nan reports one new member this -
month: By “A” nonymous
Lee Oliver What is the difference be-

tween a poorly-dressed man
on a tricycle and a well
dressed man on bicycle??

ATTIRE

15 Ocallaghan Way
Lynn, MA 01905-1338
Currently no Model A

D R R g R e e g i e i i
R CDEE B b b e g kg

A AR A ASASASASAGASARASASAGASARASAS A4S At

FORD TRIVIA QUIZ

. Who founded the Ford Motor Company?
. Whatyear was the Ford Motor Company founded?
In which city was Ford Motor Company founded?
. What was the name of Ford fist mass production car?

. Approximately how much did the “T” cost when introduced?

By 1918 what percentage of cars in the world were “T”s?
In which Ford model was the first mass produced V8 available?
. What luxury brand did Ford buy in 19227

1
2
3
4
5. Inwhatyear did Ford first start the assemble line?
6
7
8
9
10. Where was Ford firs foreign factory located?



https://www.backthenhistory.com/articles/the-history-of-thumbprint-cookies
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. \ Time to renew your
ot MEMBERSHIP
Membersnip

' :(')T)

Dues are Due

2026

In order for us to keep our records up to date, PLEASE complete the form below and return with

your check for $25 If there are no changes, you won’t have to complete the entire form, just

check the appropriate box. Thank you.

Membership Renewal: or New:

First Name Last Name

Spouse/Significant Other Name

Street

City State Zip Code
email Telephone

No Changes

I would like to receive my Oil Leak by email. Yes No

(If you do not specify, it will be sent electronically if we have an email address on file.)

Are You a member of MAFFI MAFCA MARC
Model A Info:

Year Body Style Year Acquired
Year Body Style Year Acquired

Please make check payable to: Minuteman Model A Ford Club and mail to

Minuteman Model A Club
P.O. Box 545
Sudbury, MA 01776
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ANSWERS TO CMARC TRIVIA QUIZ NEW Advertiser
Fundamentals
First Fund
1. Henry Ford Symbol: KNOW
Your money
2.1903 Carefully managed
3 Detroit. MI The Fundamentals First Fund, an EIF, is part owner of
’ ’ approximately 100 publicly traded worthy companies and owns
4. Model T publicly traded debt. We have been individually selecting
companies with care for over three decades as Mason Capital
5.1913 Partners. If you are interested, read on via our website at
6. $850 2 www.FundamentalsFirstFund.com
’ Mason Capital was founded by Model A member Al Mason (1931 Fodor)
1)
7.50% 2/21/24 IPO Market Open: $10.00
8 Model 18 11/28/25 Market Close: $11.36
’ Dividends Paid: $ 028
9. Lincoln Irwestors should consider the irwestment objectwves, risks, charges and expenses carefully
before investing. For a prospectus or summary rctus with this and other information
2 www fundamental sfirstfund.com
Investments involve risk. Principal loss is possible.
Quasar Distributers LLE.

SUDPPOIrt Our SPonsors

i wr

H.H. WARREN INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

22 GLEASONDALE ROAD STOW, MA 01775

jsmith@hhwarreninsurance.com

JEFFERY SMITH Tele: (978) 897-7074
President Fax: (978) 897-9320

www.bigapplerestaurant.net

890 Boston Post Road E
Marlborough - MA

STONE

We work with all of the top insurance
companies to find you the best

124 Model A Drive, Maysville, GA 30558
email: mike@mikes-afordable.com - www.mikes-afordable.com
Fax: 706 652 2492 - Phone: 706 652 3866
1 888 TRY MIKE (879 6453)

Jeff DeMarey
(413) 514-0469

THE BEST CARS DESERVE THE BEST INSURANCE.

stonewallinsurancegroup.com

coverage for the best price.

10
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““A*>° Advertisers

PWFG

Private Wealth Financial Group\

Thomas J. Dyer, CPFA
Wealth Manager

354 W. Boylston St., Suite 231
West Boylston, MA 01583

978 264 1906 office
855 330 3679 fax
tdyer@pwfgllc.com
www.pwfgllc.com

Securities and Advisory Services offered through LPL Financial,
a Registered Investment Advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC.

Specializing in Ford
Model A & T repair
and restoration.

Ryan Thibeault
Owner

67 Old Wakefield Rd
Milton, NH 03851
603-652-8609
tebobarn@gmail.com

r— CUSTOMS
ANTIQUE

EST. 1947 BOATS
RV’S

RUSMART

AUTO UPHOLSTERY

723 MAIN STREET (RTE. 12), NORTH OXFORD, MA 01537

Ken & Art Clements (508) 987-1171

MITCHELL
MANUFACTURING

Steve & Cyndi Mitchell

Mitchell MF€.
530-458-4500 800-859-2088

www.mitchelloverdrivemfg.com
mitchmanfc @frontiernet.net

FORD OVERDRIVES/UNDERDRIVES
1928-1948

MODEL A FORD
SYNCHRONIZED-TRANSMISSION
VINTAGE CAR OVERDRIVES

P.O. Box 925 1157 Parker St.  Colusa, CA 95932

CENTRAL MASS
POWDER COATING

)

32 Greeley St

Clinton MA 01510
info@CentralMassPowderCoating.com
www.CentralMassPowderCoating.com

It’s all in the details

(978) 365-1700

@ e

TAM'S MODEL "A" PARTS
42 TEMPLE STREET

WEST BOYLSTON, MA 01583

Tel: (508) 835-9292
(800) A-PARTS-1
Fax: (508) 835-9199

www.modelaparts.com
email: tamsforda@aol.com

oisCover

Ry [

EVERYTHING FEOMATO T!

FREE
CATALOG

$10.00 Outside the U.S.

888-262-9/12

snydersantiqueauto.com
THE WORLD’S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF 1909-31 FORD PARTS!

r—

| :‘,

BRATTONS

ANTIQUE AUTO PARTS

800-255-1929 or www.brattons.com
1606 Black Acre Circle, Mount Airy, MD 21771

Send for a free 194-page illuatrated Model A Catalog with over 3,200 Modsl
A parta, with full deacriptions & illustrationa—over 90% ars U.3. mads.

11




/ January News \

Join us for the January
meeting as we officially
install our 2026 officers.

We will also be present-
ing our fun loving Hard
Luck Trophy to the
member with the most
deserving problem.

We should also get a final
financial accounting for
our 2025 NE Meet.
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Our meetings are held on the 1st Wednesday of the
month at the Sudbury Grange Hall, 326 Concord Rd in
Sudbury. Meetings start at 7:30 PM.
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