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June 2018                     Volume 55  Issue 6 

 

The President Speaks: 

 
Dear Club Members; 
 
I hope you have completed your annual Model A lubrications and 
everything is running well. Our club has a lot of real experts that 
can help you get you on the road. Send out an Oilleak blast with 
your problem. 
 
Please remember that the June club meeting will be held in Marl-
boro at New Horizons senior complex thanks to Bob & Cindy Man-
gan. See map on back cover. 
 
We have a very busy June touring calendar. The Wellesley town pa-
rade was postponed to June 3rd due to possible thunderstorms. 
The club is paid by the town for having cars in the parade so I hope 
we will have a large turnout on the 3rd. 
 
The Kimball’s tour to Carlisle was well attended. I can attest the ice cream is still great. 
 
The Wellesley College alumni parade is June 10th. If you have never attended, it is a lot 
of fun. The alumni line by class - oldest to youngest. You drive the oldest alums past all 
the other classes. Only time I have ever been cheered by several thousand women. 
 
Prime weather is here. I hope you get out and about and enjoy it. 
 
 
 

Happy Motoring 

Andy Adams 
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C o m i n g  E v e n t s 

(Tours Start at Sudbury Grange unless noted) 

June  5: Club Meeting 

June  7: 6:30 PM Ice Cream Bedford farms TL: H Samuels 

June 10: 10:30 AM Wellesley College Parade * 

June 16: 9:00 AM Princeton Parade/Show TL R Batstone 

June 20: 6:30 PM Food & Ice Cream 

June 25-27: Vermont 3 day tour TL D. O’Brien 

TL= Tour Leader          * On your own, go directly to location. 

Sunshine 
Grace Doyle 

(Gdoyle95@aol.com) 

 
No cards were sent this 
month, which is a good thing. 

Special request: Mike Doyle could use your 
thoughts and prayers as he battles health 
care and administrative issues.  Grace re-
ports Mike is not the same Mike we knew.  
The situation is taking a toll on Mike and 
Grace. 

If you know of a member who needs a little 
cheering up contact me.  

National Organizations:  If you are not already members of the following organizations,  consider joining them. 

Model A Ford Club of America (mafca.com)  

Membership dues $50/year  

  Model A Restorers Club (modelarestorers.org) 

  Membership Dues $45/year 

Model A Ford Foundation  (maffi.org) 

and the Model A Ford Museum $25/year 

  MINUTEMAN HISTORY  
by  Art Callan  

 JUNE 1983    35 years ago 
   Meeting at Ed  Wedge’s Bug & Spray Garage. 
    Club fine to driver of a ‘49 Plymouth. (Tough luck Oscar       

Surabian). 
    Plans for the 12th Annual Club Picnic. 
 
 JUNE 1993    25 years ago 

    Meeting at the Goldberg’s on Hayden Circle. 
    Guests were Shawn Sunville, his parents & grandmother. 
     He is the recipient of a $250 Tool Scholarship Award. 
    . 
 JUNE 2003    15 years ago 

   Marathon Monday at the O’Briens in Wellesley. 
Dick cooked hamburgers (and some even walked up to 
see the Marathon runners!) 

    Annual Picnic will take place as part of a “Polker Run” 
    Spring Touring Clinic at the Stokinger/Johnson”s. 

     ----------------------------------------------- 
                          ARTIE-FACTS 
 
 Q - Where can men over the age of 60+ find younger,  
sexy women who are interested in them? 
        A-Try a bookstore, under fiction. 
 Q - How can you avoid that terrible curse of the elder-
ly-wrinkles? 
        A-Take off your glasses. 
 Q - Why should 60+ year old people use 
valet parking? 
        A-Valets don’t forget where they park 
your car. 

Minuteman Model A 

Ford Club 
Treasurer’s Report 

April 2018 

Income: 

Coffee Can      21.00 

Flea Market      35.00 

Raffle       35.00 

Total Income            $   91.00 

 

Expense: 

Coffee Supplies     20.97 

Meet Donations (MAFCA)   100.00 

Tune Up Clinic food   125.72 

5’12’18 Tour                            200.00 

Oil Leak Printing      48.00 

Total Expense           $  494.69 

 

Net Income                        $  - 403.69 
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Secretary’s Report 

Minutes of the Minuteman Model ‘A’ Ford Club May 1, 2018 

Location: Memorial Congregational Church Sudbury. 

Meeting was called to order at 7:33 PM following a 
hearty rendition of God Bless America, with approxi-
mately 45 members in attendance.  

   Andy thanked Dick O’Brien, Nan Linden and Anna 
Gadbois for providing tonight’s refreshments.   

No refreshments needed next month as the June 
meeting will be held off site. 

   Andy then thanked Harold and Sally Legge for 
holding the Spring Tune-up clinic at their home.  
There was a great turn out with lots of folks receiving 
help preparing their cars for the upcoming touring 
season. 

Officers Reports: 

- Andy Adams requested a motion to accept the Sec-
retary’s Report as printed in the Oil Leak – MSP. 

- Barbara McElhiney provided an updated Treasur-
er’s report as the Oil Leak version was incorrect.  Mo-
tion to accept updated report – MSP. 

- Oil leak - please send articles and tour reports to 
Doug, include pictures if available. 

Membership: 

- New Member – Robert McHugh of Saugus Ma has 
a 1931Tudor – Welcome Robert!! 

- Nan has Club Rosters available if you didn’t get one 
last month. 

Touring: 

- Don Ross - upcoming tours. 

* 5/5 – Kentucky Derby Party 2 PM at Traditions in 
Wayland. 

* 5/12 – Steaming Tender Restaurant Palmer Ma. – 
Rich Batstone leader. 

* 5/17 – Kimball’s Ice Cream in Carlisle – Rick Gad-
bois leader. 

* 5/20 – Wellesley Town Parade – meet at Fire Sta-
tion 12:00 PM.  

* 5/29 – China Buffet Tour – Bob Mangan leader. 

* 6/25 to 6/27 – Manchester VT. – Aspen Motel, ask 
for our group rate. 

Old Business:   

- Bob Quebec’s intermittent stalling issue was re-
solved by replacing the distributor.  Happy Motoring 
Bob!! 

 New Business: 

- Andy presented Doug with the MARC Award of Ex-
cellence as Editor of the Oil Leak.  Congrats Doug!! 

- Webmaster - Wayne Champagne is requesting pic-
tures for the Web Site, please send any along that 
you may have from tours you have attended. 

- Today is Dick Grahams Birthday! 

 Happy Birthday Dick!!!! 

                

Summer Meetings:  

- June meeting 6/5 – June meeting will be held off 
site at New Horizons located at 400 Hemenway St. 
Marlboro Ma. 

Programs:  

-  No Program tonight but there are lots of goodies. 

Running Board Commentary: 

- Doug told a story about an old time Minuteman 
member Don Bennett who was our former coffee 
man. Well … old Don smoked a pipe and as he 
talked and puffed ashes would fly out of the pipe and 
into the coffee grinds. It had a unique flavor, Don was 
truly a Barista ahead of his time.  

Doug had an old newspaper clipping with a picture of 
Don.  The story was in regard to a summer meeting 
held in Hudson behind the fire station, lots of town 
folks attended as well and the local newspaper.  

 

Business Meeting Adjourned at 8:00 PM 

Respectfully submitted – Rick Gadbois  
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2018 Board of Directors 

President - Andy Adams 781-237-1575 andrewtim.adams@gmail.com 

Vice President - Harold Samuels hsamuels10@gmail.com 

Secretary - Rick Gadbois  r.gadbois@comcast.net 

Treasurer - Barbara McElhiney mcelhiney@rcn.com 

Membership - Nan Linden 508-485-7575 met59A31@aol.com 

Editor  - Doug Linden douglinden@aol.com 

Steering Committee 

Wayne Champagne, John Jacobson,  Clyde Kelton,  Tom Zappala 

Tour Directors:  Don Ross 617-584-5245 / Dick O’Brien 781-233-0259 

Sunshine: Grace Doyle 781-899-8706 Gdoyle95@aol.com 

Newsletter Distribution:  Sue Champagne  schampagne@rkdgroup.com 

Member Information 

Nan reports 1 new member this month.  

Please welcome: 

 

Bob & Camille McHugh 

5 Hillcrest St 

Saugus, MA 01906 

   

2018 Club Rosters are available.  Nan 

will have copies at the meeting and if you 

need one or contact her at 508-485-7575 

or met59a31@aol.com 

Tour Reports 

Tour Changes:  The Chet’s Diner Tour has 

been changed to breakfast at “Ye Old Res-

taurant” in Weston center for 10AM.  

Meet at the Grange at 9:15AM. We will go 

from there to the rescheduled Wellesley 

Parade.  If you go directly to the parade 

you should be at the Public Works on loca-

tion RT 9 by Noon.  See you there. 
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Joyce & Trish staffing the Food bar 

Spring Tune up Clinic 
The tune up clinic at the Legge’s was a huge success.  

The weather was perfect and the turn out of first time 

members  with their Model A’s great.  We found a num-

ber of headlights out of adjustment and a few front ends 

that needed the steering brought into specification.  Don 

Ross provided the headlight crew with first hand proof of 

how good the new Bratton’s headlight reflectors perform.  

New members Brad Johnson had an electrical problem 

that was solved by replacing the generator.  New mem-

ber, Debbie Dellanina-Alverez brought her Coupe and it 

was check out by the team.  An unexpected electrical 

problem gave the crew a hard time to find, which was an 

intermittent lower distributor plate problem.  It was a 

great day.  Thanks to Harold & Sally for hosting us and 

all the helpers. 

 

Our two Lady Owners and Drivers 

Debbie Barbara  

Headlight Adjustment  
Toe-in Adjustment 

Lined up waiting for testing 

Good turn out of Model A’s 
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Spending over a year trying to finally get my butt back in a Model A, it actually happened! My bride of 62 

years is in assisted living up here in New Hampshire. Spending every afternoon and evening with Ann 

meant that when I got back to my room by 11, whatever showed on Craig's List was long gonzo!  

Looking for a decent driver level coupe. Wow! Some of the 

screwed up, overpriced A's. It was embarrass- ing for me be-

cause it meant telling the proud owner their beauty was full of 

problems! Knowing what it cost for body work, upholstery and 

painting, putting dual fender wells, chrome bug screen & mean-

ingless accessories, what it would cost for a now required re-

built engine, old dried up tires, etc. I would usually retreat with-

out an offer.  

Finally found one in RI. It was sort of a 10 footer, but under that crummy paint and bondo filled fenders was 

a sound body, free of rot or heavy rust. It still had original body bolts in the door pillar base with only a hole 

cut in the metal by your foot for a dimmer switch. Lack of rust suggested it was not a NE car. Wiggling the 

brake & cutch pedals, no slop. While dowdy looking, previous owners had kept up with the basic mechan- 

ical needs. Overlooking some unimportant body issues not affecting driveability and satisfied Ann would be 

OK with the upholstery, mmmm, well maybe. There were a lot of small issues, missing gauge float, stuff 

growing in the gas tank, home brew generator, slow aftermarket WIS wiper, etc.  

But it's a coupe. Preferring a tudor but so much easier to heat the interior of a coupe and since it will be my 

regular daily transportation year round, New Hampshire can be kind of chilly mid winter, as I have found!  

Unfortunately, when illness struck, we had to bailout of Cape Cod some 3 years ago and with no storage 

available, so went my stock of A parts. Sure could use them now! There was nothing at Fitchburg and the 

April swap at Epping was rained out! Sigh ....  

Tired of stretching and hanging my ankle and shoe on the brake pedal, 12 volt starter fields and stud for a 

solenoid will improve that. I thought just my back was the reason for loosing height but now finding that the 

gas shut offhas moved at least 3 inches towards the firewall! I'll be pulling the engine this week to refit the 

mains and rods. Still have my Babbitt scraper! Hoping to get an engine Charles Colbath rebuilt and mate it 

to the Mitchel overdrive under order.  

Signed up for the Model A Times journal in hopes it would have articles on testing and evaluating various 

aftermarket upgrades. If anyone has a number of these issues with technical evaluations, I'd like to borrow 

or purchase them in hopes of choosing the best upgrades for lighting, ignition, electric W IS wiper, etc. This 

baby will be a daily driver. Just ask Doug Linden about that snowy, dark, 11 o'clock night in Framingham 

when he saw me on route 9, pushing Ann's Granada to the Ford dealership with my 1930 Phaeton!  

 

I'm Don Freniere 27 Willow Ter., Loudon, NH 03307 603-229-2731 dlfreniere27@gmai1.com 

Editor’s Note:  Don is a charter members of the Minuteman club and it was through Don’s many years as 

editor of the club newsletter the this club grew to become the largest Model A Club in New England.  Don 

even coined the name Oil Leak for the newsletter name.  Don & Ann moved to the cape where he became 

involved with V8’s.  In fact it was in his V8 that he joined us for our club’s 50th Anniversary party.  Another 

tid-bit of information is that Don previously owned my Fordor sedan in the early to mid sixties.  I hope Don 

continues to provide input to his old publication. 

At Last 
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        May 17th Ice Cream Tour to Kimball Farms in Carlisle 

   TL & Report - Rick Gadbois 

Seems like it has been very slow start to the 2018 touring season as this was our 

first official ice cream tour.  It was, however, a great day for “A” ride. The tour took 

us through historic Concord center.  Lucky for us, we got to observe the Fife and 

Drum Corp practicing on Monument 

Square, they sounded great.  The route 

then took us down Monument Street past the Old North 

Bridge, past the local Prep schools and out Monument 

Street past the great farms and beautiful estates. 

Nine beautiful Model A’s made the trip along with 2 

moderns. Taking part in tonight’s ride were the; Stitt’s, 

Batstone’s, Levesque’s, Dick Graham with the Simo-

nelli’s, Ed Wlodyka, Don Ross, Harold Legge, Doug Fer-

rell, Don and Sara Law and of course the tour leaders 

Rick and Anna. All enjoyed cool treats and warm conver-

sation and then it was off again for the return trip home; 

another fine evening enjoyed by all in attendance. 

KENYUCKY DERBY Day/Cinco de Mayo? 
Report submitted by Don Ross 

The club spent a wonderful afternoon at Traditions in Wayland. Cinco 

de Mayo or The Kentucky Derby? we choose the mares. But there 

were no Old Grey Mares there. The clientele enjoyed the viewing of 

our cars and told us many Model A stories. Later we were all treated 

to Mint Juleps, shrimps, cheese & crackers and burgers. The high 

light of the afternoon was the three piece band made up of residents 

who are 95,93, and 60 years young. They serenaded us with hits from 

the thirty’s. And the ladies with their Derby 

Hats! 

Our participants were:  Jim and Ronnie, Doc 

and Diane, Don and Sue, Harold Samuels, 

Bob and Cindy, John and Martha, Dick and 

Mazie and Three missing names. 
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Battery Tip 

The Technical Tip this 
month is very timely.  I 
had the opportunity to 
help Bob Mangan who 
was having battery 
problems.  The battery 
seemed to be working 
normally and then all 
of a sudden was com-
pletely discharged.  
Bob checked the water 
level and it was low so 
he added some.  Put it 
on a trickle charger but 
it didn’t seem to do 
much.  I brought my 
battery charger and left 
it on for a few hours.  I 
then tested the current 
flow and it tested 
weak.  It started the 
Model A, but the am-
meter showed 10 amp 
charge and stayed 
there.  I was worried 
the battery may have a 
bad cell.  Leaving it on 
the trickle charger a 
few more days didn’t 
help.  Bob decided to 
drive the Model A 
around the neighbor-
hood.  Fortunately the 
ammeter slowly start-
ed to decrease and 
eventually returned to 
zero.   That was a good 
sign that the battery 
didn’t have a bad cell.  
The strange thing is 
why the complete dis-
charge in such a short 
time.  I don’t know.  
Maybe the brake 
switch got stuck on, 
who knows! 
The key is to watch 
your ammeter when 
are driving for any ab-
normal readings and 
also when turn off the 
engine for any signs of 
discharge.  The needle 
should always return to 
zero, if not check for 
some left on. 

Bill Fuzzo—1930 
First Radio Cruiser 

(Equipped with ear phones) 

My grandson Blake and I visited the State Police Museum Sunday and I saw this photo on the wall.  It 
shows a 1929 Phaeton which the title states this was the first radio equipped cruiser.  I’m sure the 
radio equipment was took up most of the back seat. 
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The weather for the V8 

Club’s annual flea market 

could not have been any bet-

ter.  The result was that there was a great turn-

out of vendors and the accompanying car show on 

the grounds of the Fitchburg Airport.  I arrived mid 

morning and found the parking lot full.  No problem 

parking though as I pulled into a spot of someone 

leaving so I was close to the entrance.  I started a 

systematic search of the vendors.  Unfortunately it 

seemed like every booth I visited I new the vendor, 

so my progress was pretty slow.  I didn’t see many 

minuteman members, but I did run into Dick Graham 

and we seemed to be moving at the same pace.  It 

was nice to see Fred Halfpenny, John Freeman and 

“Honest” John vend-

ing, as I hadn’t seen 

them for some time.  

I did see Clyde Kelton out gather more small 

parts, no doubt for Hershey.  I was also told the Don 

Freniere was present but I didn’t see him.  There did 

seem like plenty of Model A parts available and I no-

tices a few good looking Model A’s for sale.  I did 

manage to buy some stuff before I toured the show 

car area.  Some of the work the guys put into the 

street rods is amazing and even the Rat Rods catch 

your eye with their ingenuity.   It was another suc-

cessful event for the V8 club.   

See you next year! 

Fitchburg Flea Market 

1930 Cabriolet that 

Honest John had for 

sale 

 A Nice 1930 Roadster 

Pick-up for sale 
Hundreds of cars were on display  

A great turnout of vendors 

and shoppers 
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Big  apple  

890 Boston Post Road East 

Marlborough, MA   

Breakfast  Lunch 
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June  2018 

 

Minuteman Model “A” Ford Club         

PO Box 545, Sudbury, MA 01776 

Be sure to visit www.oilleak.org 

Please  

Mail to: 

RT 20 

The location for the June meeting will be the New Horizons Assist-

ed Living complex on 400 Hemenway St in Marlborough. 

The June meeting will be 

held at the facilities of 

the New Horizons.  

Thanks to Bob & Cindy 

Mangan for making 

these arrangements.  

The residents really en-

joy seeing our cars so let 

try to show up any time 

after 6.  That will give 

time for the residents to 

check out the Model A’s 

and we can then move 

inside for our meeting. 

REMINDER 
 

To Marlborough To Sudbury 

Farm Rd 

Wilson St 

Hemenway St Stop Sign 

New  

Horiz
ons 

Walgreens 

400 Hemenway St. 

Marlborough, MA 


