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The President Speaks
September, here it comes. Cooler weather, Labor ‘.’
Day weekend, school buses to watch out for, and

great weather for driving your Model A on those
back roads with kids and grandkids.
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Maybe we should call September Model A month
... There are three big opportunities for our Min-
uteman Club, as well as other smaller planned
tours:

Sunday, September 8" — This will be the 60™ anni-

versary celebration for the Minuteman Model A

Club at the Fruitlands Museum in Harvard, MA.

Sign up is needed, and the meal is only $15 for

members. Tours will be leaving from Wayland and Acton (for the more northern members) at
10:30am. Or you can meet us there at 11:30am.

September 13™-15"— New England Meet in Rocky Hill, CT. | hope you’ve signed up already. It’s on-
ly about 100 miles from here. Great time to be together and see some of what we need to plan for
2025 when the Minuteman Club will be responsible for the meet in Boxborough, MA. Watch for
details for driving down together in our A’s.

September 20"-21% — Model A Days at the Gilmore Museum in Hickory Corners, Ml. If you haven’t
been to this huge museum, it’s well worth the drive there. Check out the MAFFIl.org website and
see the expansion being planned, which will hopefully be finished by next year’s Model A Days.

Continuing with the humor: | once submitted 10 puns to a joke contest. | figured by submitting so
many that surely at least one would win. Sadly, no pun in ten did.

HAPPY Prez Brad
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Sunshine

N Sue Champagne
¢ " Get Well Cards were sent to
/ I . Don Ross and to Bruce Mar-

shall.

If you know of a member who needs a little cheering
up contact me. sdchampagne1931@gmail.com)

Coming Fvents
(Tours Start at Wayland Town Center RT 20)

6:30PM C&L Frosty Ice Cream TL W. Champagne
Regular Club Meeting

Fruitlands Party See Page 6 for details.

NE Meet Rocky Hill CT see Page 10

MAFFI Model A Days at Gilmore Museum Michigan
Regular Club Meeting

Apple Picking TL - Dick Krug

Aug 28
Sept 4
Sept 8
Sept 13
Sept 20
Oct 2
Oct 5

TL = Tour Leader

, f Minuteman Model _ \

Ford Club
Treasurer’s Report
July, 2024 (
) Income:
Club Items Sold 20.00
Coffee Can 8.00
Member Dues 20.00
Parades 300.00
Raffle (club) 25.00
Total Income $ 373.00
Expense:
Coffee Supplies 14.68
Qil Leak Printing 80.00
Total Expenses $ 94.68
Net Income $ 278,32

: )
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: MINUTEMAN HISTORY I

I by Dick O’Brien |

| September 1989 35 YEARS AGO '

| Steve Wedge brought in a 19" TV and VCR System for a !

| tryout. By unanimous decision it was decided that with our 1

| poor eyesight and large "body" size, we would need at least |

a25"TV. I

I Aldie Johnson announced that the new combined Judging I
I Standards of both MARC and MAFCA are hot off the press

| and available at HQ. There will be a familiar face in the I

| slate for National Directors this year - Doug Linden. |
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I September 1999 25 YEARS AGO

I The recent National Meet held in Lancaster, Pennsylvania

I hada huge turnout of over 850 Model As and was an excel-

I lently run event! Twenty five club members enjoyed a great

| 8 day "Super Tour" to Montreal Canada! A little over 1,000

| miles total with a few very minor "glitches" from the 12
Model As. Beginning in October, the monthly meetings

: will be held at the Sudbury Methodist Church on Rte 27.

I AUGUST 2009 15 YEARS AGO

I At this meeting, Vin Delmastro gave a great discussion on

| the specifics of the various insurance options we have for

| our collector cars and also information on registering your
Model As. Also at this meeting, Doug Linden was seeking

I stories and memories of Bucky Silverstone.

National Organizations:

Membership dues $50/year

Model A Restorers Club (model-a-ford.org)

Membership Dues $50/year

Highly Recommended you join all three organizations

Model A Ford Club of America (mafca.com)

.
f\ A Model A Ford Foundation (maffi.org)
( ‘ and the Model A Ford Museum $35/yr.



https://www.mafca.com
https://www.model-a-ford.org
https://www.maffi.org
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2024 Board of Directors

President - Brad Johnson bradj54@comcast.net

Vice President - Harold Samuels hsamuels10@gmail.com
Secretary - Rick Gadbois r.gadbois@comcast.net
Treasurer - Barbara McElhiney mcelhiney@rcn.com
Membership - Nan Linden 508-485-7575 met59a31@aol.com
Editor - Doug Linden douglinden@aol.com
Steering Committee

John Kerns, Rich Batstone, Tom Zappala, Harold Samuels, John Erb, Jo Johnson - Emeritus
Tour Director: Don Ross 617-584-5245 dross02466@gmail.com
Sunshine: Sue Champagne sdchampagne1931@gmail.com
Newsletter Distribution: Sue Champagne sdchampagne 1931@gmail.com

Weekly Breakfast Sroup P

The breakfast group at
the Big Apple, 890
Boston Post Road
East (RT 20) in Marl-
borough, MA. We meet
every Wednesday
around 7:30 AM. Why not join us, there is al-

ways room for you. l

MAFFI MODEL & DAYS

The Model A Ford Foundation Inc (MAFFI) has a beautiful museum dedicated to the Model
A Ford and the Model A Era. The museum is part of a multi museum complex within the
Gilmore Museum in Hickory Corners, MI. Each September MAFFI hosts a two day event
called “Model A Days” which includes a Model A only flea market, a huge Model A show,
seminars, starting a Model A that has been sitting for years, and the induction of people in-
to the MAFFI hall of Fame. This year the event will be held on Sept 20 & 21. The Model A
Ford Club of America (MAFCA) this year will unveil commemorative bricks for clubs who
attained their 50 year anniversary with MAFCA. Minuteman will be one of those chapters
recognized. More info is at: http://www.maffi.org

“g'feo@edafec&wtwm as | seeit, is mwﬂ aman's mmc[un!‘ﬁzfacts, itis
to-teach him kourto-use his mind in thinking”
Hen{}l Ford
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Secreta

ry’s Report

Minutes of the Minuteman Model ‘A’ Ford Club August 7, 2024
Location: The Sudbury Grange, Sudbury Ma.

Meeting was called to order at 7:33 PM with approxi-
mately 37 members in attendance. Tonight’s meeting
was kicked off with Brad leading the membership in
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Officers Reports:

- Brad requested a motion to accept the Secretary’s
Report as printed in the Oil Leak — MSP.

- Brad then requested a motion to accept the Treas-
urers Report as printed in the Oil Leak — MSP

VP Report:

- Harold requested a show of hands of members
signed up for the NE meet in Connecticut, it seems
we have at least 11 members planning to go at this
point.

Membership:

- Nan reports we have one new member and he is in
attendance tonight. Joseph Leone from Milford Ma.
He is currently looking for a car, preferably a driver,
he has always liked Model A’s since he was a child.

Touring:
- Harold reporting for Don,

Thank you to this month’s tour leaders: Larry Conley,
Harold Samuels, Wayne and Sue Champagne and
Tom Zappala.

7/4 — Parade we had 17 A’s, 1 Model T, 1933 Ford
Truck

7/13 — Spyglass Brewery — 4 cars

7/21 — Canal Tour — 8 cars, great weather
7/27 — Uxbridge Antique and food, 7 cars
8/1 — Lookout Farm tour, 4 cars

* Upcoming tours:

8/8 to 8/11 — Weekend in Stowe. The 67" Vermont
Classic Car Meet is OYO.

8/11 — Willard Clock Museum OYO meet at the Mu-
seum at 11:00 AM. Admission to the Museum is cov-
ered by UniBank. There will be food and beverage
trucks on site. There are 4 nice Ice Cream shops in
the area.

8/17 — Thibault’s Country Store in Spencer, led by
Rich Batstone, meet in Berlin center at 10:00 AM.
This shop was visited by the American Pickers televi-
sion show. This is also home to the largest Tee Pee
in New England which stands 27 feet high.

8/24 — Movie Night at the Kearns, Belknap Rd. Fram-
ingham. Showing will be ‘Those Magnificent Men in
their Flying Machines’.

John will have pizza and snacks, your welcome to
bring anything you would like.

9/4 — SeEtember Meeting Sudbury Grange, Sudbury.
9/8 — 60™ Anniversary Picnic at Fruitland’s Museum.
Meet in Wayland at 10:30. Picnic lunch is $15 per
person, this is also a trial run for the 2025 NE meet
Grand Tour destination.

National News:

- The Linden’s and Michalak’s attended the MARC
National Meet in Ashville, NC. It was hot and humid,
thunderstorms every afternoon, on the evening of the
fashion show it came down in buckets, the hotel had
to remove and replace all the chairs that were set up.

The next national event will be MAFFI Model A Days
in September, the weekend following the NE meet in
Connecticut.

Old Business:
- No issues discussed.

New Business:
- Larry Conley has parts for sale.

- Nominating Committee needed for next year’s slate
of officers. John Kerns, Doug Linden and Peter
McLaughlin have volunteered to lead the search.

- Thank you to John Kerns and the Linden’s for to-
night’s lce Cream Sundae set up.

- Snack volunteers for next month meeting are Doug
Farrell and Harold.

- Don’t forget tonight’s raffle!!

Programs:
- There was no program for tonight.
Running Board Commentary:

Respectfully Submitted

Rick: Qadﬂai/.s - Secretary
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2024 MEMBERSHIP Application Form

PLEASE complete the form and return with your check for $20.

MINUTEMAN

Membership: Renew - w/no changes _ , Renew - w/changes ., New __ MODEL A FORD
First Name Last Name

Spouse/Significant Other Name Model A :

Street

City State Zip Code

email Telephone - -

How would you like to receive your Newsletter: Electronically or US Mail (circle one)

Model A Owned:

1931 Pick-up For Sale 66 - 9
- Artie - Fact
Excellent restored condition of a one owner _
truck. Steel top and wide bed make this a desira- The Selling Game
ble vehicle. Very good Brewster Green paint “Grandma,” asked the inquisitive four-year
with Apple Green wheels and pin stripe. Dual old,
e e Shae s, Al aarnaedl “what Happens when a car, get too old to

e p ’ Y IR0, drive any more?”
Asking $20,000 “Someone sells it to your grandfather”

Truck is located in Chatham, MA

Ted Whittaker (508) 945-0552 o P
| SR ES]

|

Nan Reports No New Members this Month.
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The Minuteman Model A Ford Club

Invites You To

Celebrate Our 60™ Anniversary

On

Sunday, September 8, 2024

at

The Fruitlands Museum

102 Prospect Hill Road, Harvard, MA
11:30 AM

featuring
Art, History, and Scenic Views
and a

Picnic Lunch

$15 per member; $30 per Guest

Check Payable to: Minuteman Model A Ford Club
Check Sent To: Tom Zappala, 379 Charles River Street, Needham, MA 02492

We Plan To Attend:

(Your Names Here)

Amount Enclosed:

Box Lunch Choice: Spicy Roasted Turkey BLT
(Select one each)

Grilled Garlic Herbed Chicken
Fresh Mozzarella Caprice

Roast Beef & Cheddar
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JULY 27™ FOOD AND ANTIQUE SHOPPING TOUR

The high humidity we’ve been having this
summer cleared in time for a beautiful sun-
ny, warm day for our Stanley Mill Antiques
our. Meeting us at the Wayland Town Cen-
ter were the Batstone’s, Ed Wlodyka, Mike
o Miller with stepson, Josh, the Libby’s and
7-__5‘5 Carol Smith (friend of the Ross’). Meeting
i us along the way were the Linden’s and

+ O’Brien’s. The drive out to George’s Surf

ersed many scenic roads. Once we arrived at
George’s, the group ordered and settled into
having great seafood and other fried goodies.
After lunch it was a short ride into Uxbridge
where the owners of Stanley Mill Antiques
welcomed our cars with a large sign and had
arraigned for an ice cream truck on site for
our dessert treats. The Stanley Mill had post-
ed our upcoming tour on their Facebook site
and we were surprised to see three other local
Model A’s had joined us. All in all, a great
day of Model A friends traveling and enjoy-
ing each other’s company.

T

A

Submitted by Susan and Wayne Champagne

The Minuteman club needs YOU!

It's that time of year and the club needs you to help keep it going. Our by-
laws require the nominating committee to seek out volunteers for the club
officers for 2025. The committee is still seeking a candidate for the office of
Vice President. Please consider stepping forward and supporting the club.

WE WANT YOU! (Nominating Comm: Doug Linden, Peter Mclaughlin & John Kerns)
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Tech Tip - Spark Plugs - Jim Townsend

Queen City Model A Club Newsletter

I see all sorts of spark plugs used on Model A engines and get asked
“What is the best one for the A?” Henry Ford selected the Champi-
on 3X. I had a set of original 3X in my phaeton for years and never
had an issue. Champion still makes an updated version of 3X which
are now pricey but I think proper if you plan to show the car. But
why did Henry select this plug design over others? You may have
heard the term “Hot” describing the heat range of plugs. This is rel-
ative to the temperature produced by the spark plug at combustion
time. Compression ratio of the engine and fuel mixture are factors
in choosing the right plug. The model A engine has a compression
ratio of 4.2:1 which is low in comparison to modern engines. And
the fuel mixture is relatively rich. This calls for a spark plug with
relatively high heat range. The 3X was an excellent choice. So how
does one judge the correct heat range? Place several different plugs
side by side and you will note different lengths from the bottom end
of the plug measured up to the area where the gasket is placed. Pick
one where that length is similar to the 3X and you will have one
with a higher heat range level. Think of it this way, the longer bot-
tom end of the plug puts the spark further it will extend into the fir-
ing chamber. You will find that the Champion W18 is the closest
match to the 3X and will perform equally as well.

S. Pargeter

CMARC TRIVIA QUIZ
1. What year was the Ford Fairlane introduced?
2. What auto company offered front-wheel drive in 1929?
3. Who was Henry Ford?
4. As a safety precaution, only ambulances or fire trucks can pass what
car.
5. What year did the Ford business coupe feature an oval back window?
6. What year was the Chrysler Slant-six first offered?
7. Where were the Volkswagen and the Porshe 914 manufactured?
8. What type of sun visor was introduced in 1932?
9. Name the nation's largest club.
10. Were the 1937 Ford headlights mounted in or on the fenders?

8
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Thibault’s Country Store Tour

We met in Berlin center for our tour to Spencer and Thibault's Country Store and property (we
nicknamed this the Picker's Tour because the "American Pickers" show visited several years
ago). We had 7 Model A's and two modern cars in the group. We arrived at approximately 11
AM and met as a group in the large TeePee next to the Seven Mile River for a talk by our host
Jim Ingalls. He gave us a great history of his family and the property which was originally a
chicken farm. He also shared interesting facts about the Picker's visit. Jim also set up a hot
dog and nacho stand for us for lunch. Participants got to browse the store and some of the for-
mer chicken barns where we found lots of vintage items. In attendance we had the Lindens,
Martins, Ed Wlodyka, Harold Legge, Brad & Cathy Johnson and their daughter Kelly, John
Erb, the Champagnes, Butlers, and the Batstones.. We enjoyed nice country roads and a few
hills, and one "turn around" on the way home. It was a pleasant day in the quiet countryside.

Submitted by Rich & Linda Batstone

Sy W -
« o

AT =t ]

A copper Casket with viewing door Jim telling us about the TeePee
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ANSWERS TO CMARC TRIVIA QUIZ

—_

. 1955
. Cord
. Founder of the Ford Motor Co.
. The white house car.
. 1929
1960

. Germany

@,

. Antique Automobile Club of America
10. In the fender

. Mounted inside the car

The Registration Form for the NE England Meet is
now on line. Please visit this website and register for
this fun event.
https://cmarc.us/2024-new-england-meet/

SUDPPOIrt Our SPonsors

pAL
(508)229-2829
www.bigapplerestaurant.net

890 Boston Post Road E
Marlborough - MA

:r w

H.H. WARREN INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
22 GLEASONDALE ROAD STOW, MA 01775

jsmith@hhwarreninsurance.com

| JEFFERY SMITH Tele: (978) 897-7074
| President Fax: (978) 897-9320

*New Advertiser **

STONE

We work with all of the top insurance
companies to find you the best
coverage for the best price.

Jeff DeMarey
(413) 514-0469

THE BEST CARS DESERVE THE BEST INSURANCE.

stonewallinsurancegroup.com

124 Model A Drive, Maysville, GA 30558
email: mike@mikes-afordable.com - www.mikes-afordable.com
Fax: 706 652 2492 - Phone: 706 652 3866
1 888 TRY MIKE (879 6453)

—

Specialising in 1928 - 1931 Model A Ford Parts

10
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Class

““A*>° Advertisers

PWFG

Private Wealth Financial Group\

978 264 1906 office
855 330 3679 fax
tdyer@pwfglic.com
www.pwfgllc.com

Thomas J. Dyer, CPFA
Wealth Manager

354 W. Boylston St., Suite 231
West Boylston, MA 01583

Securities and Advisory Services offered through LPL Financial,
a Registered Investment Advisor. Member FINRA/SIPC.

Specializing in Ford
Model A & T repair
and restoration.

i

Ryan Thibeault
Owner

67 Old Wakefield Rd
Milton, NH 03851
603-652-8609
tebobarn@gmail.com

0'S BARN
L

‘P-f LLC o
@bobo‘

TEB

cO

r—- CUSTOMS
ANTIQUE

EST. 1947 BOATS
RV'S

RUSMART

AUTO UPHOLSTERY

723 MAIN STREET (RTE. 12), NORTH OXFORD, MA 01537

Ken & Art Clements (508) 987-1171

MITCHELL

M MANUFACTURING

Steve & Cyndi Mitchell

Mitchell MF€.
530-458-4500 800-859-2088

www.mitchelloverdrivemfg.com
mitchmanfc@frontiernet.net

FORD OVERDRIVES/UNDERDRIVES
1928-1948

Colusa, CA 95932

MODEL A FORD
SYNCHRONIZED-TRANSMISSION
VINTAGE CAR OVERDRIVES

P.O. Box 925 1157 Parker St.

CENTRAL MASS
POWDER COATING

)

32 Greeley St

Clinton MA 01510
info@CentralMassPowderCoating.com
www.CentralMassPowderCoating.com

It’s all in the details

(978) 365-1700

e
TAM'S MODEL "A" PARTS
42 TEMPLE STREET

WEST BOYLSTON, MA 01583

Tel: (508) 835-9292
(800) A-PARTS-1 "“j
Fax: (508) 835-9199
www.modelaparts.com
email: tamsforda@aol.com

EVERYTHING FEOMATO T!

FREE
CATALOG

$10.00 Outside the U.S.

888-262-9/12

snydersantiqueauto.com
THE WORLD’S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF 1909-31 -FO RD PARTS!

o —

i O i

BRATTONS

ANTIQUE AUTO PARTS

800-255-1929 or www.brattons.com
1606 Black Acre Circle, Mount Airy, MD 21771

Send for a free 194-page iliuatrated Modsl A Catalog with over 3,200 Model
A parta, with full descriptions & illustrationa—aver 80% ars U.3. mads.

11
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/ September \

Announcements

The nominating
Committee is looking
for a someone to fill
the Vice President po-
sition. Please consider
helping the club, with
over 100 members we
should be able to
have 1 person step

forward. RT 20

We will also talk
about traveling to the

South Sudbury

NE Meet in CT. Our Monthly meetings are now being held the first

Wednesday at the Sudbury Grange Hall, 326 Concord
Road Sudbury, MA. Meetings start at 7:30 PM.

o J
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