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òThe Steering Columnó 
In the words of Franklin D. Roosevelt, ñI think this would be a good time for a beer.ò Spoken on March 22, 1933 
legalizing the sale of low alcohol beer and wine in the United States, it was said that throngs gathered outside brewer-
ies and taverns to celebrate the 3.2% beer. 

While nothing as dramatic as the Cullen-Harrison Act is happening in 2026 for us Model A types, we do have the 
exciting Winter Blahôs Swap Meet happening on March 22nd. I look forward to seeing those that can make it to the 
Maynard Elks Club for the event. Contact Ben Chirco if you can lend a hand. I know that Brad and Kathy will have 
coffee brewing bright and early. 

I wanted to say thank you to those that were able to participate in Februaryôs post-meeting entertainment. What many 
of you had to do to get your Model Aôs running, driving, and stopping is truly amazing. The stories provided me with 
a new perspective on where I am with my Model A projects and how fortunate I am with the condition they are in. 
The opportunities to learn from my fellow club members who have, ñbeen there and done thatò is truly a blessing. 

This yearôs tour schedule will be finalized and officially released shortly.  I researched Patriotôs Day events around 
Lexington and Concord for the 250th Anniversary and it appears that the application process to be in the Parade has 
closed. 

I would like to see us share more about our Model Aôs. This monthôs challenge is to submit a photo of your model A 
to me at petermclaughlin1485@gmail.com with the year and model. I would like to use these photos to add some ad-
ditional content to our web and Facebook pages. By putting this content out there for people to see, we may generate 

interest and attract new members. It is up to us, and those like us, to keep our hobby 
alive. 

What would the month of March be without our celebration of Maewyn Succat, the 
young Brit who was kidnapped from his home by Irish pirates and escaped after six 
years. He returned to Britain, entered the monastery and eventually became a priest. He 
changed his name to Patricius and returned to the land of his captors to begin his teach-
ings and converted many of the Irish to Christianity. While his passing was originally a 
solemn occasion, it has evolved into a global celebration of Irish culture.  
 
                                                                      Happy Saint Patrickôs Day 
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C o m i n g  E v e n t s  

(Tours Start at Wayland Town Center RT 20) 

 

Mar  1 MARCOM Swap Meet Holmes Bus Norfolk, MA 

(see page 5) 

Mar  4 Regular Club Meeting 

Mar  7 Model Engine Show, Waltham, MA @ Charles 

River Museum (10- 4) 

Mar 22 Our Winter Blahôs Swap Meet Maynard Elks 

(see page 5) 

Apr  1 Regular Club Meeting 

Sunshine 
         Sue Champagne 

 

A sympathy card was sent to Rob 
& Sue Hart for the passing of 
Robôs mother.  Our condolences 

to the entire family. 

Get well cards were sent to Jack Stokinger and Don 
Morris for their recent hip surgery. 

 

If you know of a member who needs a little cheering 
up contact me.  sdchampagne1931@gmail.com) 

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎΥ   LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ǿŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜƳ 

aƻŘŜƭ ! CƻǊŘ /ƭǳō ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ όƳŀŦŎŀΦŎƻƳύ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘǳŜǎ ϷрлκȅŜŀǊ 

aƻŘŜƭ ! wŜǎǘƻǊŜǊǎ /ƭǳō όƳƻŘŜƭ-ŀ-ŦƻǊŘΦƻǊƎύ 

  aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 5ǳŜǎ ϷрлκȅŜŀǊ 

aƻŘŜƭ ! CƻǊŘ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ  όƳŀŶΦƻǊƎύ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aƻŘŜƭ ! CƻǊŘ aǳǎŜǳƳ ϷорκȅǊΦ 

Minuteman Model A 
Ford Club 

Treasurerôs Report 
January 2026 

Income: 

Club Items Sold  20.00 

Coffee Can    16.00 

Member Dues           450.00 

Raffle Club   26.00 

Total Income         $ 512.00 

Expense: 

Coffee Supplies  12.00 

Dues & Subscriptions  35.00 

MAFCA Insurance           75.00 

Meeting Room Fee          550.00 

Oil Leak Printing            80.00 

Total Expenses                 $ 752.00 

 

Net Income          $ - 240.00 

 

  MINUTEMAN HISTORY  
by  Dick OôBrien  

MARCH 1991    35 YEARS AGO 

"Tour Stowe, Vermont and Canada with the Minute-
men!"  Doug Linden and Ed Giovanella were working on 
the itinerary for a week in August.  More info was to follow 
at the next meeting.  It was announced that the December 
Holiday Party was set for Friday, December 6th at the Na-
tick Officer's Club. "Save the date for good food, good 
friends, good entertainment and good dancing!"  A vote of 
thanks went to Don Morris for repairing the tables at the 
Grange Hall.   

MARCH 2001  25 YEARS AGO 

If you were concerned about the reliability of your A, you 
could bring it to The Spring Inspection, which was being 
held once again at Jack and Jo's garage on Saturday, April 
21st (by appointment). Sign up sheets were available at the 
March and April meetings.  If you have a garage where you 
can work in the winter, it's the best time to do the simple 
maintenance work on your A. Oil change, grease, pack 
wheel bearings, and tune up, etc., so that you are ready to 
tour trouble-free in the Spring. 

MARCH 2011     15 YEARS  

Well, Dick Stitt didn't get a chance to conduct his first 
meeting as new President.  The "snow gods" decided to 
drop another load on us and we found it necessary to cancel 
the February meeting. Our Winter Technical Clinic for 
members was scheduled for Saturday, March 26th.  Steve 
Smith would be reviewing key elements for restoration of 
the Model A brake system. 
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2026 Board of Directors 

President - Peter McLaughlin petermclaughlin1485@gmail.com 

Vice President - Wayne Champagne  wchampagne@verizon.net 

Secretary - John Erb john.erb@verizon.net 

Treasurer - Barbara McElhiney mcelhiney@rcn.com 

Membership - Nan Linden 508-485-7575 met59a31@aol.com 

Editor  - Doug Linden douglinden@aol.com 

Steering Committee 

Harold Samuels, vacant, Tom Zappala, Wayne Champagne, Jo Johnson - Emeritus 

Tour Director:  Don Ross 617-584-5245  dross02466@gmail.com 

Sunshine: Sue Champagne sdchampagne1931@gmail.com 

Newsletter Distribution:  Sue Champagne sdchampagne1931@gmail.com 

 !ƥũŘŷŌ ʭǏœƁ ƁƶŌœƮ ƮƁ īĸ ǲĸ īǧƥƥʮ Řƥ ŬŘũĸ ĐƥũŘŷŌ ʭǏœƁ ƥœƁƶŬĲ īĸ ǲĸ ƮĸŷƁƞ Řŷ 
ǲĸ ƝƶĐƞƮĸƮʮ  ®īǎŘƁƶƥŬǕ ǲĸ ŵĐŷ ǏœƁ ĬĐŷ ƥŘŷŌ ƮĸŷƁƞʊ       bĸŷƞǕ ZƁƞĲ 

Weekly Breakfast Group  

Weekly Breakfast Group  
The breakfast group at 

the Big Apple, 890 

Boston Post Road 

East (RT 20) in Marl-

borough, MA. We meet 

every Wednesday 

around 7:15 AM. Why not join us there is al-

ways room for you.  

Some parts of New England in the winter 

were pretty hard to get around in during 

the winter months.  The horse & buggy 

was one way to get from one place to an-

ther, but a few companies offered special 

kits to convert the Model T and A to a 

snow mobile.  You see these at cars show, 

but there is club devoted to them and they 

meet in NH and Maine and go cruising in 

the snow.  Might be cold but is sure must 

be fun. 
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Secretaryôs Report 

Minutes of the Minuteman Model A Ford Club February 4, 2026 

Sudbury Grange, Sudbury, MA 

President Peter McLaughlin called the meet-

ing to order at 7:31. He led in the pledge of 

allegiance and then went on to have the Secre-

taryôs report and Treasurerôs report accepted 

as printed in the Oil Leak.  

Vice president Wayne Champayne reported on 

correspondence.  An acknowledgement of our 

donation to MAFFI in memory of member 

Clyde Kelton was received 

as was a donation in 

memory of Richard Bat-

stone.  Also acknowledged 

was a donation in memory 

of member Dick 

Stitt.  Wayne pointed out 

there is a MAFFI newslet-

ter as well as copies of our 

newsletter on the head table. Also present was 

a flyer of Gary Hoytôs Thunderbird for sale 

and a card promoting the MAFCA national 

tour in 2027.  

Nan Linden reported that we have a new 

member: Dan Peck of Plainville who has a 

1930 two door Model A. 

The members were informed of the tour meet-

ing held earlier in the evening and the results 

would be posted in the newsletter and on the 

website. 

In National News, MAFCA president Doug 

Linden reported that the 2027 National tour 

would be Durango, CO and would be a great 

event.  He has heard that the Fitchburg Airport 

Show run by the Ford V8 club will not be 

held.  Ben Chirco reported that it was can-

celled for just this year due to a con-

flict.  Doug also promoted the MARC Finger 

Lakes, NY tour this year.  

Ben Chirco spoke on the Winter Blahs Flea 

Market in March saying that there were so far 

14 venders and was informed that some come 

last minute.  

President Peter indicated there would be a 

50/50 raffle after the business 

meeting.  The homework assign-

ment he gave of having the story 

of your Model A would be the pro-

gram for the evening after the 

business meeting ended.  

We were reminded that the 

MARCOM flea market would be 

the first Sunday in March at Holmes Transpor-

tation in Norfolk, MA. 

Doug Linden reminded us of the Miniature 

Engine show March 7 at the Charles River 

Museum. 

The folks who brought refreshments were 

thanked and next monthôs meeting will have 

refreshments brought by Doug Ferrell and 

Nan Linden.    

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM. 

        

 Respectfully Submitted, 

       John Erb  
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Attention ! 

Do you have 

Model A parts or 

other car related 

stuff you donôt 

need and would 

like to free up 

some space in 

the garage.  

Why not get a 

spot at our flea 

market and sell 

it. Contact Ben 

and reserve a 

spot. Thanks!  
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Club Meeting Presentations  
For the February club meeting entertainment program President Peter asked for members to prepare a little bio on their 

Model A showing the cars history and work done to it since it was purchased.  Four members came prepared to share 

their stories.  The entire stories canôt be told here but I have attached a few of the before, during and after pictures. 

The Lindenôs 

Model A shown 

when purchased 

in 1971.  It was 

stripped down to 

bare metal, put 

back together and 

used for a year in 

primer paint.  It 

was finally fin-

ished in 1973 

Above:  Brad Johnsonôs first effort restoring a Model A back in the early 70ôs.  Brad had the engine out of the 

Tudor in the first picture.  He spent a lot of time getting it mechanically sound and as you can see two years later 

it was back on the road and looking great.  He sold this A, but fortunately for us bought another. 

Peter McLaughlinôs 

Coupe project had 

him spread parts out 

all over the place.  

His garage was busy 

for quite a while tak-

ing care of the items 

that needed to be 

fixed.  Fortunately 

Peter kept all the 

parts in order and 

successfully got the 

Coupe back together 

and he has been en-

joying it ever since. 
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If you are working on a car-

buretor this winter, this arti-

cle may help in getting the 

gas level set properly. 
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мΦ Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎȅƭƛƴŘŜǊǎ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ мфро /ƻǊǾŜǧŜ ƘŀǾŜΚ  

нΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŜƭ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻŘŜƭ ! CƻǊŘ όмфол-мфомύΦ  

оΦ ²Ƙƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀƊŜǊΚ  

пΦ 5ƛŘ ǘƘŜ мфуп /ƻǊǾŜǧŜ ǳǎŜ ŀƭǳƳƛƴǳƳ ƻǊ ǎǘŜŜƭ ōǊŀƪŜ ŎŀƭƛǇŜǊǎΚ  

рΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŘƛŘ CƻǊŘ aƻǘƻǊ /ƻΦ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǎǇŀǊŜ ǝǊŜǎΚ  

сΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀŘƛƭƭŀŎ ǿŀǎ IΦaΦ [ŜƭŀƴŘ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ ϦǘƘŜ 

/ŀŘƛƭƭŀŎ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƛƭƭ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ƳŜƴϦΚ  

тΦ 5ƛŘ ǘƘŜ мфол ƳƻŘŜƭ CƻǊŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘǊǳƳ-ǎǘȅƭŜ ƻǊ ǘŜŀŎǳǇ-ǎǘȅƭŜ ǘŀƛƭ ƭƛƎƘǘǎΚ  

уΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ǌŀƴƪǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛƴ ƻƛƭ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΚ  

фΦ ²ƘƛŎƘ ŀǳǘƻƳŀƪŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ¦Φ{Φ .ƛƭƭƛƻƴŀƛǊŜΚ  

млΦ ²Ƙƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘŘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŀƭŜǎƳŀƴ ǘƻ ǾƛŎŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŘ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ 

р ȅŜŀǊǎΚ  

Welcome New Member 
Nan reports no new members joined 

this month 

 

 

 

 

ñArtie - Factò 
By ñAò nonymous 

Famous Last Words!! 

I know this road like the back of my handé 

Itôs OK, Iôve got the right of way. 

I drive this road every day and there is never 
anything coming. 

There plenty of space - You could park a tank 
there... 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴƎ LǎƭŀƴŘ a!/  ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ  
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In order for us to keep our records up to date, PLEASE complete the form below and return with 

your check for $25. If there are no changes, you wonõt have to complete the entire form, just 
check the appropriate box. Thank you.  

  

Membership Renewal: ________   or   New: _______   

First Name___________________________       Last Name________________________________  

Spouse/Significant Other Name ______________________________________________________  

Street ___________________________________________________________________________  

City _______________________________________ State ______________ Zip Code _________  

email _________________________________________ Telephone _____- ______- __________  

No Changes ______________  

  

I would like to receive my Oil Leak by email. Yes_________ No _________  

(If you do not specify, it will be sent electronically if we have an email address on file.)  

Are You a member of MAFFI ___________ MAFCA ____________ MARC ___________  

Model A Info:  

Year_________ Body Style ______________________________ Year Acquired _________  

Year_________ Body Style ______________________________ Year Acquired _________  

  

  Please make check payable to: Minuteman Model A Ford Club and mail to  

     Minuteman Model A Club            

     P.O. Box 545  

     Sudbury, MA 01776  

  

Time to renew your 

MEMBERSHIP 

Dues are Due 

2026 
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Support Our Sponsors  

22 GLEASONDALE ROAD  STOW, MA   01775 

jsmith@hhwarreninsurance.com 

 JEFFERY SMITH        Tele: (978) 897-7074 

  President           Fax: (978) 897-9320 

ANSWERS TO CMARC TRIVIA QUIZ  

 

 

мΦ {ƛȄ ŎȅƭƛƴŘŜǊǎ  

нΦ мм Ǝŀƭƭƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŦǳŜƭ  

оΦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ  

пΦ !ƭǳƳƛƴǳƳ  

рΦ мфну  

сΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘŀƴŘ ŎǊŀƴƪ  

тΦ ¢Ŝŀ -ŎǳǇ ǎǘȅƭŜ  

уΦ {ƻǾƛŜǘ ¦ƴƛƻƴ όwǳǎǎƛŀύ  

фΦ 9ƭƻƴ aǳǎƪ 

млΦ [ŜŜ LŀŎƻŎŎŀ  

 

2/13/2026 Market Close:              $ 12.55 

$   0.32 
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Class   ñAò  Advertisers 
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March 2026  

Minuteman Model ñAò Ford Club         

PO Box 545, Sudbury, MA 01776  

Please  

Mail to:  

Visit www.oilleak.org      or scan here  

March  News 

With the flea market 

coming up at soon, Ben 

Chirco will give us the 

latest information and be 

looking for help the 

morning of the event. 

How are you doing on 

you winter projects?  

Maybe you could share 

your efforts at the meet-

ing. 

The Tour Schedule will 

also be presented. 

Hope to see you at the 

meeting 

 

Our meetings are held on the 1st Wednesday of the 

month at the Sudbury Grange Hall, 326 Concord Rd in 

Sudbury.  Meetings start at 7:30 PM.    

RT 27 

{ǳŘōǳǊȅ 
DǊŀƴƎŜ 
Iŀƭƭ 

http://www.oilleak.org

